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LETTERS

Dear Editor:
Why is it that peop le can't let the issue of race go? ("After
Proposa l 2," Spring 2008) I t ho ught t he who le point of eq ual
rights was t o p ut the race arg ument be hin d us. However,
everyw here you turn t here is a co nce rn about how ma ny "peop le
o f co lo r " t here are in a grou p, T V show, magazin e, o r, in thi s case,
a sc hoo l.
M inority stu de nts are ju st th at , st ude nts. Let th em c hoose th eir
ow n ed ucati o n, in cl u d in g w here th ey get it. St op t ry in g t o force
everyo ne t ogeth er, becau se th at crea t es m ore t e nsio n. Proposa l
2 was wro ng beca use it pl aced co lo r or ge nder ab ove me rit .
W ho ca res how m any stu de nts o f co lo r are at GVS LJ ? A ll I ca re
abo ut is th at th e camp us has peop le on it th at are d ed icat ed
t o a lea rnin g env iro nm ent and aren't be in g destru cti ve t o m y
co ll eg iate experience.
Yo u wa nt eve ryo ne t o be co lo rb lin d and see eve rybody
eq ually? Th en st art t reatin g eve ryo ne eq ua ll y.
Marc Maycroft
GVSU junior
Ravenna, Michigan

Thank you, thank you, thank you t o yo u and Bri an
Bowe for th e arti cle o n Cabbage Cr ik ("Ca b bage Crik rides
aga in ," Sp rin g 2008). W hat m em ories, w hat fun!

I was at th e Ca b bage Crik/ Pure Pra iri e Leag u e show at th e
Do m e, and kn ew th at ni g ht th at Cabbage Crik had it all ove r
PPL . I eve n re m e m be r th at spec ifi c co mm entary fro m t he Grand
Rapids Pr ess review.
N ow I'm gonn a have t o di g o ut m y Cabbage Cr ik album and
see if my turntab le still works.

Steve Workings, '80
Martinsburg, West Virginia

Letters to the Editor can be mailed to:
Grand Valley Magazine
1 Ca m p us Dri ve, 133 LMH
A llenda le, Ml 49401
o r sent v ia e-mail to: gvmagazine@gvsu.edu.

Pl ease incl ude yo ur nam e, class yea r ( if appli cab le),
ho m etown and p ho ne nu m ber ( not fo r p ublicati o n).
Letters are subject t o editing.

Bookmarks
Look in g fo r a good book? Check o ut th ese
reco m mend ati o ns fro m Grand Va ll ey st aff
members:

0000 ~

fl U1

Style
(Dodo Press, 2007)
by Walter Raleigh

Song Yet Sung
(Penguin, 2008)
by James McBride

Things
(University of Chicago Press, 2004)
Edited by Bill Brown

Monica Johnstone, College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences director of communications
and advancement, said her first edition
(1895) is a favorite possession, yet this
classic is still available in paperback.
Raleigh places the study of literary
style in its fullest context as he shines a
bl inding light on the actor, the architect,
the politician and the sculptor. "The
time spent with this small volume is well
repaid ," she said.

"The ending alone is worth the read,"
said Lee Van Orsdel , dean of University
Libraries. The renowned author of The
Color of Water has written a book that is
satisfying on every level. The powerfully
imagined tale is told through the eyes
of an escaped young slave woman, who
endures a head injury and wakes up to
find that she can see into the future. The
novel weaves fact and fiction , past and
future , themes of horror and tenderness,
loss and redemption into a richly
conceived story.

Pau l Wittenbraker, associate professor of
art and design, called the book "good in
addressing the gap between aesthetics
and ideas about everyday life. " Based
on an award-winning special issue of the
journal Critical Inquiry, the book features
18 thought-evoking essays by contributors
who theorize on why people talk to their
cars and computers, why men no longer
wear hats, and Cuban cigars , among
other things . Essayists include Alan
Trachtenberg, Charity Scribner and Peter
Schwenger.
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Board approves new
degree programs, sets
tuition
there is a movement across the
rand Valley's Board of
country toward undergraduate
G
Trustees approved four
degrees and mid-level clinical
new degree programs and
changes within the College
of Education graduate
program during the July
meeting in Muskegon.
The new degree programs
- Supply Chain Management,
Diagnostic Medical Sonography,
Radiation Therapy, and
Radiologic and Imaging
Sciences - will help students
become more marketable in the
workforce after graduation.
H. James Williams, dean
of the Seidman College of
Business, said as supply chains
globalize it heightens the
need for trained executives.
"Employers in all sectors
have a need for high-skilled
supply chain managers, and
our program will help provide
those workers;' he said. Supply
chain management involves the
planning and management of all
activities involved in sourcing,
procurement, and logistics flows.
The new major weaves
together courses that
were previously offered as
concentrations in two separate
programs - the Marketing
Department's logistics
emphasis and the Management
Department's operations
emphasis. The new major will
allow the college to broaden
the course offerings to students
while allowing for the required
courses to be offered twice
each year, helping students
graduate more quickly.
Within the College of Health
Professions, Radiation Therapy,
Radiologic and Imaging
Sciences, and Diagnostic
Medical Sonography had been
emphases under the Radiologic
and Imaging Sciences major.
CHP Dean Roy Olsson said these
new majors come at a time when

practitioners professions.
Grand Valley is the only
university in Michigan to offer
diagnostic medical sonography
as a bachelor's degree program,
and the only university in
the country to offer pediatric
echocardiography as part of a
bachelor's degree program.
Board members also approved
realigning the master's of
education degree in the College
of Education to include the
following specialties: Literacy
Studies, Educational Leadership,
Higher Education, and
Instruction and Curriculum.
They also set tuition for the
2009-2010 academic year, and
members voted to dampen the
impact of the tuition increase
with a boost to student financial
aid that will help ensure
affordability and access.
Tuition for Michigan
resident undergraduates will
be $4,315 per semester, an
increase of about $200. At the
same time, student financial

photo by Amanda Pitts

H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman College of Business, discusses
the new Supply Chain Management program at the July Board of Trustees
meeting.

aid will increase by 7 percent
more than the tuition increase.
Grand Valley's tuition remains
below the state average for
Michigan public universities.
"We understand the financial
challenges being faced by our
students and their families,"
said President Thomas J.
Haas. "We have reduced
operating costs, avoided new
expenditures, and expanded
financial aid by creating nearly
two dozen new scholarships."
The university will
disburse more financial aid
in 2009 than ever before in
its history. At the same time,

state government support
for public higher education
continues to erode. This year,
state aid will constitute just
19 percent of Grand Valley's
total revenue - less state aid
per student than any other
Michigan public university.
The board also appointed
Trustee Kate Pew Wolters
of Cascade as chair for the
upcoming year, and selected
Noreen K. Myers of Lowell
as vice chair. Wolters is head
of the Richard and Kate
Wolters Foundation; Myers, an
attorney in private practice, is
an alumna of the university.

Switching to
digital
Fred Meijer, chairman emeritus
of Meijer Inc., and President
Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers
helped end the era of analog
broadcasting at WGVU-TV on
June 12. The switch to digital
broadcast means channels 35
and 52 will become WGVU-TV 5
in Grand Rapids and WGVK TV-11
in Kalamazoo. President
Thomas J. Haas and WGVU
General Manager Michael
Walenta welcomed Lubbers
and Meijer to the station.
Lubbers was the first to
welcome viewers in December
of 1972 when then-WGVC
began broadcasting.

photo by Amanda Pitts
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Nation, Grand Valley
remember Seidman
William Seidman,
from 1985-91. He also served
, founding chair of Grand
L
as head of the Resolution Trust
Valley's Board of Trustees
Corporation in the aftermath of
and former FDIC chairman,
died May 13 at the age of 88.
Seidman was born on April
19, 1921, in Grand Rapids. He
received a bachelor's degree
from Dartmouth College, a
law degree from Harvard
University and a master's of
business administration from
the University of Michigan's
Ross School of Business.
During World War II,
Seidman served in the U.S. Navy
as a communications officer
on a destroyer and received
the Bronze Star for service in
the invasion of the Philippines,
Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.
He was the managing partner
of Seidman and Seidman
(now B.D.O. Seidman), an
international accounting firm,
and had been president of
WZZM-TV, which he helped
found. In 1974, he joined
President Gerald R. Ford's
administration as an economic
advisor and later became chair
of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, a position he held

the savings and loan crisis. In
recent years, Seidman served as
a chief commentator for CNBC.
Seidman was one of the
principal founders of Grand
Valley State University, helping
galvanize local support
for the establishment of a
public four-year university
in West Michigan.
"I was motivated because
I had moved back to Grand
Rapids from San Francisco and
I thought Grand Rapids had
everything except one thing that
San Francisco had and that was,
we didn't have a public four-year
college in our town," Seidman
said in a recent interview.
Seidman remained proud
of his association with Grand
Valley. "I've had a great life. I've
worked for three presidents
of the United States, I've
been in major business, and
in other education," he said.
"There's nothing that I've
done in life that gives me the
satisfaction of seeing how
Grand Valley State University

file photo

A principal founder of Grand Valley, Bill Seidman later served as FDIC
chairman. He died on May 13 at age 88.

is delivering on its promise to
the western Michigan area."
Grand Valley's Seidman
College of Business was
named for his father, Frank.
He maintained close ties to the
university and returned recently
to talk about the financial crisis
and give his opinion on the
presidential candidates as part
of the 2008 Seidman College
of Business Breakfast Series.
Gifts in memory of Mr.
Seidman may be made to
the L. William Seidman
Memorial Fund at Grand Valley
State University. For more
information or to make a gift,
visit www.gvsu.edu/seidman.

Other leaders
on Seidman:

file photo

Seidman delivers a breakfast lecture on the 2008 presidential candidates
at the Devos Center for an event hosted by Seidman College of Business.

6

SUMMER 2009

www.gvsu.edu

President Thomas J. Haas:
"Grand Valley is Grand Valley
because of Bill Seidman. His
vision in 1958 was a university of
25,000 and we're almost there."
President Emeritus Arend
D. Lubbers: "I remember him
as a person of unusual energy
and intelligence. And if you
combine those two, you get
quite a person. Bill was a loyal
mentor to many of us. Eightyeight years, always on the go."

Former Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan:
"I am deeply saddened by
Bill Seidman's passing. We
shared innumerable financial
crises, small and large. His
wisdom will be missed:'
H. James Williams, dean
of the Seidman College of
Business: "He was the kind
of guy who made sure I could
get in touch with him, even
to sharing his cell phone with
me. I thought that was pretty
significant. I was in awe of him."

Memorial Service
A memorial service
will be held September 11,
3 p.m, at the Performing
Arts Center on the
Allendale Campus, with
a reception to follow in
the Kirkhof Center. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/seidman
to RSVP for the service
and to view other details.
The service will be
Webcast and available by
visiting the above Web
site; it will also air on
WGVU-TV.

CAMPUS

news

Writing faculty earn national praise
wo Writing Department
by the author's experience
faculty members earned
teaching in a Finnish elementary
T
prestigious national awards for
school. was originally
It

their short stories.
Caitlin Horrocks, assistant
professor, is one of 20 authors
featured in the 2009 PEN/0.
Henry Prize Stories, widely
regarded as the nation's most
prestigious award for short
fiction. Other authors included
in the 2009 edition are Paul
Theroux, Nadine Gordimer and
JunotDiaz.
Austin Bunn, assistant
professor, earned a Pushcart
Prize for a story to be included
in the 2010 anthology. Bunn's
short story "Everything, All At
Once" was first published in the
June 2008 issue of The Sun.
Much of Horrocks' work
weaves her interests in
travel, language, and people
in various stages of isolation
into compelling stories with
emotionally complex characters
involved in interesting events.
"This is Not Your City," involves
a Russian mail-order bride living
in Finland, and was influenced

published in Third Coast.
Bunn wrote his story from the
viewpoint of an adult daughter
who is navigating trials in her
life, including the antics of her
aging mother. The piece is quasiautobiographical, in that Bunn's
sister and mother do live near
each other and their relationship
shares some qualities that the
story describes.
Created 90 years ago, the 0.
Henry Prize Stories are culled
as the best contemporary short
stories from those published in
hundreds ofliterary magazines.
Starting with this year's volume,
the collection is being retitled
the PEN/0. Henry Prize Stories,
in recognition of a new alliance
with the PEN American Center.
The Pushcart Prize - Best of
the Small Presses series is one
of the most honored literary
projects in America, drawing
from the best nominations from
hundreds of small press editors.

photo by Amanda Pitts

Writing faculty members Austin Bunn and Caitlin Horrocks earned
prestigious national awards for their short stories.

GVSU, Hospice of Michigan collaborate on unique scholarship
Grand Valley's Kirkhof
College of Nursing and Hospice
of Michigan have collaborated
on a unique scholarship
agreement that guarantees the
selected nursing student a fulltime job as a registered nurse for
Hospice of Michigan following
graduation.
The Second Degree - Second
Career (SDSC) Nursing Program
is specifically for KCON
students who are enrolled in
the college's accelerated second
degree program. Students in
that program already have a
bachelor's degree or higher in a
field other than nursing.
Jordan McAskin, from Grand
Rapids, was named the first
scholarship recipient. After

earning a bachelor's degree from
Central Michigan University
in biomedical sciences and
psychology, McAskin began
her nursing courses at Grand
Valley in May. "I'm so thrilled
to receive this scholarship,"
McAskin said. "This fits
perfectly with what I wanted to
do, to care for people. I want to
eventually conduct research and
go on to earn a doctorate!'
The SDSC Scholarship, with
funding provided by Hospice of
Michigan (HOM), awards the
selected student full tuition,
a stipend and a preceptorship
with HOM getting first-hand
experience in hospice care by
shadowing a nurse. After the
student graduates and passes

the licensure exam, they fulfill a
two-year agreement to work as a
full-time nurse for HOM.
Cynthia Mccurren, dean of
KCON, said this partnership
represents a growing trend
among practice partners to
address the critical nursing
shortage. "Offering paid tuition
and/or additional support for
books and living expenses to
nursing students is a significant
investment in the future of
nursing," she said.

photo by Amanda Pitts

Nursing student Jordan McAskin
earned a scholarship from Hospice
of Michigan that guarantees
her a job after graduation.
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Bike ride to Mexico raises $145,000
to build orphanage
said Shinsky, "but, the weather
ohn Shinsky, associate
challenges didn't mean anything
professor of education,
J
to us. We knew we would finish.
battled high winds, rain,
thunderstorms and even
fire ants as he biked across
the country to raise money
to build an orphanage
for abused children.
Shinsky was joined by two
friends who were his football
teammates at Michigan State
University in the 1970s: Joe
DeLamielleure, who became
an NFL Hall ofFamer; and
Eljay Bowron, who became the
head of the Secret Service.
The three began their
2,000-mile, 18-day bike ride
to Matamoros, Mexico, on
April 25, in hopes of raising
$500,000. "We only had two
good riding days the whole trip,"

_

And, while we didn't make our
financial goal, the trip brought
major visibility to children
who are otherwise invisible."
Shinsky said money raised
will help complete the
12-building, 33,000-square-foot
facility that will provide a home,
food, safety, education and
bilingual and vocational training
for hundreds of children.
"These children are
abandoned and physically,
sexually and emotionally
abused," said Shinsky, who
spent part of his childhood
in an orphanage. "I'd vowed
early in my life to help orphans
because of the great support

photo courtesy of John Shinsky

John Shinsky, associate professor of education, and two former college
football friends biked 2,000 miles to raise money for an orphanage in
Mexico. From left are Joe DeLamielleure, Eljay Bowron and Shinsky.

my foster family provided me
after I left the orphanage."
Shinsky began working
on "The City of Children of
Matamoros Mexico" project

four years ago; the facility
opened August 2. To donate
or get more information, visit
www.shinskyorphanage.com.

Students selected for new
.MSU_medical pattnership_ _ _ _~
Casey Key has seen firsthand the benefits, and
responsibilities, of a small-town
doctor. After working with and
being inspired by his mentor,
Dr. Paul Gietzen of Adrian, Key
hopes one day to model him.
"I look forward to establishing
the friendships that only seem
possible in rural practice," Key
said. He is one of six Grand
Valley students who comprise
the first group to be admitted to
the Michigan State University
College of Human Medicine
through an agreement that
was signed last fall between
the two universities.
The students are Key;
Elizabeth Fetzer, from Belding;
Alex Gilde, McBain; Caleb
Ortega, Saginaw; Bobbye
Koning, White Cloud; and Mitch
Sydloski, Wyoming. They will
be among the 200 students
who comprise MSU's class of
2010. Half of the students will
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be starting their curriculum
that year in the Secchia
Center in Grand Rapids; the
other half in East Lansing.
Last September Grand Valley
and MSU signed an agreement,
the Early Assurance Program,
that links pre-med GVSU
students to MSU's medical
school. The EAP provides
an enhanced opportunity for
admission to medical school to
qualified pre-med students who
wish to practice in underserved
areas. Preference for admission
will be given to students who
are the first generation to
attend college, students who
graduated from a low-income
high school, those eligible
for Pell grants, or those who
express interest in a highneed medical specialty area.
Students interested in
the EAP should contact the
College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences Advising Center.

www.gvsu.edu

photo by Amanda Pitts

The first Grand Valley students accepted to the MSU College of Human
Medicine under an new agreement are pictured; from left are Beth Fetzer,
Casey Key, Caleb Ortega, Alex Gilde, Mitch Sydloski and Bobbye Koning.

CAMPUS

Engineering students take top
honors
tudents in the Padnos
S
College of Engineering
and Computing won first place
in a robotics competition in
Connecticut.
A group of students from
a Grand Valley product
innovation and manufacturing
class traveled to Hartford,
Connecticut, in April for the
Trinity College International
RoboWaiter competition. The
team of first-year students won
first place against students of all
levels by successfully completing
all three trials much faster than
the nearest competitor.
The competition was aimed
at demonstrating the use of a
robot in an assistive technology
application. The robot navigated
a miniature kitchen with two
tables, sink, chair, and two
people - one in a wheelchair
sitting by a table, and another
standing in a random location
in the kitchen. The robot had to

New Web look
for magazine
Grand Valley Magazine
now has a new, improved
Web presence. While
still housed at www.
gvsu.edu/gvmagazine,
the site features a pageby-page scroll of the
entire magazine.
Highlights include
links to Web addresses
mentioned in stories;
printable features
and pages; improved
navigation; and a link
to submit questions or
letters to the editor.
Enjoy! We welcome your
comments; send an e-mail
to gvmagazine@gvsu.edu.

photo by Adam Bird

Engineering students show their robot that won first place in a
competition to demonstrate assistive technology.

autonomously navigate to a plate
of food on one table and carry it
to the table near the person in
the wheelchair.
The six students who traveled
to the competition were Tyler
Dickinson of White Cloud, Troy
Roersma of Byron Center, Kyler
Kamyszek of Grand Rapids,
Lauren Leemhuis of Rochester
Hills, Jacob Braun ofionia, and

Matthew Steffes of Hopkins.
The students who helped
build the robot but who did
not travel to Connecticut were
Kurt O'Heam of Grand Rapids,
Brad Diekema of Zeeland, Josh
Stevenson of Byron Center and
Sam Kreuze of Rockford. The
course was taught by professors
Andrew Sterian and Chris Pung.

Saugatuck superintendent named
Charter Schools director
Tim Wood, former
superintendent of Saugatuck
Public Schools, was named
director of Grand Valley's
Charter Schools Office.
President Thomas J. Haas
said Wood's experience and
educational philosophy make
him the logical choice to serve as
the president's Special Assistant
fo r Charter Schools. "Tim brings
significant experience and a
deep belief that families and
students should have choice
in education," said Haas.
Wood enters his third
decade in K-12 education
in Michigan. He has been a
teacher, department head,
principal and superintendent.
He was principal at Northview
High School prior to serving as

Tim Wood

superintendent for Saugatuck.
He is also an adjunct faculty
member in Grand Valley's
College of Education.
Grand Valley and its 28
public school academies
serve approximately 16,000
public school students
and their parents.

news

Collaboration wins
state award
A collaboration between
Grand Valley's School of
Engineering and Westown
Jubilee Housing that helps
create energy efficient
housing for low-income
families won the 2009
Carter Partnership Award
for outstanding campuscommunity partnerships .
This partnership was
recognized June 18, during
the annual Governor's
Service Awards in Lansing.
The Jimmy and Rosalynn
Carter Partnership Award
for Campus-Community
Collaboration is given
biannually by Michigan
Campus Compact to one
partnership involving
a Michigan college
or university and a
community group. The
$10,000 prize is divided
between the campus and
community partners.
One of the collaboration's
greatest achievements
was the construction of
the LEED certified Green
House on Watson Street
in Grand Rapids. In that
project, engineering
students helped build
an exceptionally energy
efficient six-bedroom
home for a low-income
family. This year, a group
of senior engineering
students is completing
a capstone project on a
house on Indiana Street.
The prize money will help
improve that project .
Shirley Fleischmann,
engineering professor, said
heat transfer courses and
other engineering classes
lend themselves naturally
to working on homes. "It's
worked out very well ," she
said. "As we gather the
data , we make it available,
and I have such wonderful
venues to make sure the
information reaches the
audience that needs to have
it - the general public ."
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Grand Valley alumni leaders
step forward for campaign
ix prominent alumni leaders
will lead an alumni effort
to help complete Shaping Our
Future, the university's first- ever
comprehensive campaign for its
capital and endowment needs.
The leaders are Frances E.
Brown '79, Marie 0 . Canepa '81,
Maria P. DeVos '91, William R.
Padnos '79, Donald J. Paton '67,
and Diane M. Paton '67. They
are joined by 100 alumni

S

who will help them raise the
needed funds, making this the
largest alumni campaign effort
in Grand Valley's history.
The co-chairs and the
Alumni Champions Committee
were formally announced at
Grand Valley's Enrichment
Dinner, an annual black-tie
gala event held June 2 at
DeVos Place in Grand Rapids.
The event is a celebration

of giving to Grand Valley
and of events and activities
happening at the university.
"This is very exciting to us.
We have more than 70,000
alumni today, and 30,000 of
them work, live and lead here in
West Michigan," said President
Thomas J. Haas. "They are
becoming more vested and
vocal about the university, and
they want to ensure its future

photo by John Corriveau

photo by John Corriveau

photo by Dianne Carroll Burdick

is successful. They are key to
the broad-based portion of
our campaign, as we seek to
complete and exceed every goal
in our $50 million campaign:'
William R. Padnos is a retired
arts education administrator

photo by John Corriveau

photo by Dianne Carroll Burdick

(1) Pictured are Grand Valley University Foundation Co-Chair James Brooks, left, and Richard M. Devos, general chair, at the Enrichment Dinner.

(2) Student Ann Hartlieb, left, stands with her parents Mollie, '80, and Dan, '79, Hartlieb. They both are members of the Alumni Champions Committee.
(3) From left are Tonyelle Russell, '98, with Jeffery, '78, and Beverly Weatherall. Jeff is president of the Alumni Association Board; he and Russell are
Alumni Champions. (4) Pam and Dan Devos are pictured; they are co-chairs, along with James and Donna Brooks, of Shaping Our Future. (S) At left,
Carol Van Andel, GVU Foundation trustee, talks with Alumni Champion co-chairs Diane, '67, and Don, '67, Paton.

10

SUMMER 2009

www.gvsu. edu

DONOR

who lives in Ch icago. He
said he was pleased to
participate. "Grand Valley
has come into its own as a
university;' he said. "It gives
back to our region every day,
economically and culturally.
It is poised to give back even
more when we complete
the fu ndraising for the Mary
Idema Pew Library and other
portions of this campaign."
Don and Diane Paton, both
members of Grand Valley's
Pioneer Class, met when
classes convened on campus
in 1963. Diane was the first
student admitted to Grand
Valley State College and
Don was elected president
of the fi rst graduating class.
The two dated throughout
their fo ur years in college,
and married soon after
graduating in 1967.
"There are many of us who
have a lot of history with
Grand Valley and are at the
point in life where we want
to support this institution
that gave us so much;'
said Diane Paton, a retired
teacher now from Holland.
Don Paton, retired
executive vice president of
Datacomp Appraisal Systems
of Grand Rapids, said:
"Grand Valley is already a key
catalyst fo r West Michigan,
with an economic impact
of $590 million annually.
But we also recognize the
role it will play in providing
talent for the emerging
knowledge economy, which
is an area where Michigan
is actually gaining jobs."
The Alumni Ch ampions
Committee will work toward
the campaign's goal of
concluding by the academic
year 2010-2 011, when the
university celebrates its 50th
anniversary. For more alumni
campaign news, visit www.
gvsu.edu/ shapi.ngourfuture,
or contact Jill Dooley,
director of Annual Giving,
at (616) 331-6000.

impact

Alumni Champions Shaping Our
,--)I__J~--,..,i~ - -~ ~..LL-LL.LL.U....."'-'"~ e ...___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~~

Alumni Champions
Co-Chairs
Frances Brown '79
Marie Canepa '81
Maria DeVos '91
William Padnos '79
Donald Paton '67
Diane Paton '67
Alumni Champions Committee
Taiyoh Afrik '00, '03
Dixie Lee Anderson '72, '78
John A.nnulis '66, '68
Brent Ashcroft '91
Daniel Balice '82
Janet Cook Balice '82
James Barry '78
David Beagle '76
Teresa Beagle '75
Brian Berry '06, '08
Bryan Bickford '83
Julie Bulson '99, '07
Dorothy Jo Butler '82
Matthew Byrne '04
Sarah Cadwell '02
Victor Cardenas '00
Steven Carlson '78
Mindy Ysasi Castanon '03
Annie Comar-Jacobs '67
Edward Crisman '69
William Davidson II '69
E. Frederick Davison Jr. '69
Jane Dean '71
John Dean '73
Matthew Dhaseleer '01
Toni Dhaseleer '03
Timothy Duthler '73
Lea Ebels '69, '95
Tom Ebels Sr. '67
Cari Draft Elliott '88
Jeffrey Elliott '88
Laura Elsner '99
Anne Emrich '84
Henry Scott Emrich '74
Mark Fairgrieve '93
Kent Fisher '91
Christian Gordon '95
Clay Grueber 'OS
Laura Hakim '06, '08
Thomas Hakim III 'OS
David Harris '83, '85
David Harris II '07
Daniel Hartlieb '79
Mollie Hartlieb '80
Ashley Havener '08

From left to right, top row, are Frances Brown '79, Marie Canepa '81
and Maria Devos '91; bottom row, from left, William Padnos '79,
and Don '67 and Diane '67 Paton.

Christy Holt '85
Curtis Holt '85, '88
James Hosford '77
Darquillius Johnson '07, '09
Alan Kimber '93
Nicole Koster '03, '06
Mark Kubik '96
Asa Lakeman '02
Gerald Law '70
David Leclerc '88
Robin Leclerc '87, '89
Elaine Leigh '02
Chris Lewis '92
Isaiah Lipsey '92
Amy Lodenstein '03
Hubert Massey '83
Jennifer Mccaul '01, '04
Nicole McConnell '02, 'OS
Teresa McDougall '02
Tony Miller '98, '02
Beth Moshier '06
Greg Paton '02
Larry Pawl '71
David Radel '02
Diane Reed '87
Larry Reed '90
Katrina Richlick '06
April Robles '98

Richard Rossow '98
Tonyelle Russell '98
Jacqueline Schafer '00, 'OS
Kevin Schafer '98
Dennis Schultz '74
Rachael Silbar-Voorhees '04
Kathleen Snow '70
Thomas Snow '69
Barb Taylor '84
Robert Thomas '96
Deirdre Toeller-Novak '76
Renee Tracey '00, '04
Todd Tracey '91
Heather Valentine '86
Len Van Papering '94
Barbara Van't Hof '93
Kathleen Vogelsang '95, '99
Jeffery Weatherall '78
Christopher Woodruff '98
David Yonkman '98
Mitri Zainea '74
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Each year Grand Valley's
Fall Arts Celebration brings a
series of events that reinforces
the complex and exciting
roles the arts and humanities
play in the good life.
"Amid the unceasing ups and
downs of financial markets,
we've always had the arts,
not just for comfort but for
liberation," said Fred Antczak,
FAC spokesperson and dean
of the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences. His comments
are fitting for the entire Fall
Arts Celebration, and in
particular to the Department
of Music's upcoming
performance of Stravinsky's
"L'histoire du Soldat!'
"We'll also hear two of the
smarter and funnier poets now
working, as well as a former
advisor to candidate Barack
Obama on the sobering history
and intriguing prospects of the
Middle East," said Antczak.
''And the wit and charm of
Italy's commedia dell'arte's
'Pulcinella' dance performance
nicely balances with the mystic
colors and traditions oflndia's
folk art that will be featured
in the GVSU Art Gallery."
Each of the five events this
year are open to the community
with free admission.

by Igor Stravinsky, "L'histoire
du Soldat" is the story of a
young soldier who foolishly
gives his violin to the devil
in exchange for a book that
promises wealth by predicting
the economy of the future.
Music Department Chair
Danny Phipps explains that
Stravinsky had been writing
large scale, complex ballets
such as "Petrushka" and "The
Rite of Spring" for Sergei
Diaghilev and the Ballet Russe.
With the outbreak of World
War I, the composer was
forced into exile in Switzerland
without sustainable sources of
income and a loss of royalties
from his earlier works.
"This piece is significant
because of the transparent
approach to composition,

including the limited number
of instruments, costumes and
set designs, necessitated by the
times," said Phipps. "It is seen
as the beginning of Stravinsky's
eventual move to 'neoclassical'
or 'new classical' style!'
Performed most often as a
suite of nine pieces of music,
without narration or mime,
Grand Valley is reviving
Stravinsky's original format
for the Fall Arts Celebration.
Phipps credits Kevin Tutt,
assistant department chair
and conductor, for pulling all
of the various parts together
into an impressive whole.
"The overall mood is
somber in this cautionary tale,
composed by a man in exile,
seeing the world through jaded
eyes," said Tutt. "There is a

- by Mary lsca Pirkola

sense of bitterness and a loss of
hope, yet it is a tremendously
rewarding performance!'
Tutt contends that in a world
where much music has been
reduced to brief sound bites
and snippets, audiences and
performers alike will have an
opportunity to experience
a complete linear thought
that encompasses many art
forms throughout the nearly
one-hour performance.

Distinguished Academic
Lecturer
Rashid Khalidi
Tuesday, September 22, 7 p.m.
L.V. Eberhard Center

Rashid Khalidi is intent
on debunking the historical
inaccuracies and distortions
he believes dominate the

The Department of
Music presents
"L'histoire du Soldat"
(A Soldier's Tale)
Monday, September 14, 8 p.m.
Louis Armstrong Theatre

Grand Valley's artist-faculty
will perform the 1918 theatrical
work designed to be read,
played, and danced. Based on
a Russian folk tale set to music
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'L'histoire du Soldat (A Soldier's Tale)'
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American public's
perception of
the Middle East
and the conflict
between Israelis
and Palestinians. As this year's
Fall Arts Celebration Academic
Lecturer, Khalidi's talk is "The
Great Powers and the Middle
East: Yesterday and Today."
The Edward Said Chair
in Modern Arab Studies at
Columbia University since
2003, Khalidi has devoted his
professional career to Middle
East studies and the history
of Palestine Nationalism. He
received a bachelor's degree
from Yale in 1970, and a
doctorate in philosophy from
Oxford in 1974. He is editor of
the Journal ofPalestine Studies,
and was president of the Middle
East Studies Association in 1994,
and an advisor to the Palestinian
delegation to the Madrid and
Washington Arab-Israeli peace
negotiations from 1991-93.
Born in New York to a
Palestinian father and Lebanese
mother, Khalidi's scholarship
is highly respected by his
supporters and even many of
his detractors. His most recent
book, Sowing Crisis: The Cold
War and American Dominance
in the Middle East, strives to put
into perspective the decades
of superpower struggles in
the Middle East between
Washington and Moscow.

Poetry Night
Tony Hoagland and
Patricia Smith
Thursday, October 1, 7 p.m.
L.V. Eberhard Center

Enjoy an evening celebrating
language, humor, and the
performance of poetry with

Rashid Khalidi

Tony Hoagland

Patricia Smith

two award-winning poets, Tony
Hoagland and Patricia Smith.
Publisher's Weekly refers
to Hoagland as one of the
smarter and funnier poets
of his generation, and Smith
as a lively and vibrant poet
who frequently performs
with musicians, dancers, and
filmmakers. "The pairing of
his humor and her spunk will
surely provide an interesting
evening;' said Grand Valley's
Poet-in-Residence Patricia
Clark, coordinator of the event.
Hoagland teaches in
the poetry program at the
University of Houston. He is
the author of three volumes
of poetry including, What
Narcissism Means to Me, as well
as a collection of essays about
poetry, Real Sofistakashun, all by
Graywolf Press. His poems are
known for their wit and irony
and often deal with the follies
of selfhood and manhood. He
is the winner of the 2005 O.B.
Hardison Jr. Prize, awarded by
the Folger Shakespeare Library.
It is the only national prize to
recognize a poet's teaching
as well as his art. He also
received the 2005 Mark Twain

Award, given by the Poetry
Foundation in recognition
of the poet's contribution to
humor in American poetry.
Smith was inducted into
the National Literary Hall of
Fame for Writers of African
Descent in 2006. The author of
five acclaimed poetry volumes
has been lauded by critics as
a testament to the power of
words to change lives. Her most
recent book, Blood Dazzler,
chronicles the devastation
wreaked by Hurricane Katrina.
Another book, Teahouse of the
Almighty, was a National Poetry
Series selection and winner
of the first-ever Hurston/
Wright Award in Poetry.
Smith has been the featured
poet on HBO's "Def Poetry
Jam." She's also a four-time
individual champion on the
National Poetry Slam, the
largest performance poetry
competition in the world. Her
work has been published in
numerous anthologies and
literary journals and performed
at venues including Carnegie
Hall, the Poets Stage in
Stockholm and Rotterdam's
Poetry International Festival.

Limited edition broadsides
of a poem by each author will
be available while supplies
last. In addition, books by
both of the poets will be
available for sale and signing
following the performance.

Art Gallery Exhibit
Mystic India, Land of
Color and Tradition:
Folk Art, Sculpture and
Miniature Paintings
Opening Reception:
Wednesday, October 7, 5-7 p.m.
On exhibit through October 30
GVSU Art Gallery
Performing Arts Center

This outstanding exhibition
illustrates stories of India's
diverse culture as told through
original miniature paintings,
folk art traditions and
sculpture from Grand Valley's
Permanent Art Collection.
The exhibit of traditional art by
skilled Indian craftsmen includes
a translucent marble tray and
bowl, both inlaid with colorful
semi-precious
stones,
reminiscent
of the
tributary work

For more information visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call (616) 331-2180.
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completed centuries
earlier in the Taj
Mahal. Sculptures
consist of a series
of wood carved
court musicians
and many new
pieces recently
purchased by friends of Grand
Valley who participated in the
university's tour of India.
In addition, miniature
paintings, found in the fairy
tale-like region ofRajasthan,
echo those once commissioned
for books depicting court life
in the maharajas' palaces. The
tradition continues today, with
exquisite renditions of gardens,
hunting scenes and harems. This
rare exhibit of fragile originals
from Grand Valley's Print &
Drawing Cabinet provides an
opportunity to view authentic
Indian art of very high quality.
Also, a display of folk paintings
by street artists, depicting the
Hindu and Muslim deities of
India, will pay tribute to the
mystic culture and traditions.
"The exhibit will include
more than 50 pieces and focus
on telling the folk stories and
traditions ofindia, through
a variety of the country's art
forms;' said Henry Matthews,
Grand Valley's director of
Galleries and Collections.
"During the opening reception,
we will also have some
traditional music and dance
to complement the exhibit."
Matthews sees the
exhibit as an opportunity
to celebrate the richness of
India's ancient culture and
traditions as interpreted by
contemporary Indian artists.

Dance Faculty and
Students Present
"Pu/cine/la"
Monday, October 19, 8 p.m.
Louis Armstrong Theatre

The final Fall Arts Celebration
2009 event returns to the
music of Stravinsky.
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'Pulcinella'

Shawn T Bible, Grand Valley
assistant professor of dance,
will reinvent the classical
characteristics in the traditional
ballet "Pulcinella" through
the lens of a modern dancer.
Stravinsky would probably be
amused, since his own version
of the ballet was a masterful
reworking of the music of
Pergolesi, an early classical
composer of comic operas in
Naples during the mid-1700s.
Pulcinella is a character
originating from commedia
dell'arte. Scored for a modern
chamber orchestra with
soprano, tenor, and baritone
soloists, the ballet was first
commissioned by Sergei
Diaghilev and premiered
in Paris in 1920 under the
baton of Ernest Ansermet.
The ballet unfolds in
one single act and features
Pulcinella, his girlfriend
Pimpinella, and a cast of
interesting characters involved
in the pursuits oflove. It
also recognized World War
I in a heavy way, though the

www.gvsu.edu

story is funny, with many
high-jinks and is intended
as an escapist experience.
"Pulcinella" was most often
performed as orchestral
suites and not danced.
This performance will
be a collaboration between
faculty and students,
conducted by Henry
Duitman, choreographed
by Bible, and danced by a
cast of Grand Valley dance
faculty, the Dance Ensemble,
and guest dancers.
"The music was written
by Stravinsky with the
narrative in mind and it will
be a privilege to physicalize
his vision," said Bible. "The
ballet will maintain its
structure, characters, and
plot while presenting the
audience with
a refreshing
perspective
on a classic."

Indian Musician Playing the
Sarod, by Indian folk artist

ATHLETICS

Meadows grooms Laker for shot at pro golf
- by Michele Coffill

It's funny now to think
that Laker golfer Tyler
Hering once considered
not attending Grand Valley
because the Meadows Golf
Course intimidated him.
After spending two years
on the golf team, Hering
could walk the course
blindfolded , although he
joked that the same holes
would continue to present
problems: Nos. 2, 12 and 15.
" On 15 , you're just hoping to
come away with a par," he
said. "It's a long par 4 and
the tees are elevated . When
the wind is whipping across,
it 's hard to hit the fairway."
Hering led the Lakers to
a ninth place team finish
during the NCAA Midwest/
South Central Regionals ,
held at the Meadows in
earl y May. The Lakers
finished the three-day
tournament with a score
of 883 , 31-over par. After
he had an opening round
of 69, Hering finished
at 216 , 3-over par, and
missed qualifying as
an individual for the
national championship
tournament by one shot.
"It was discouraging, but
it happens to everyone,"
he said. " You go back
· ~ nd replay your game
-:"""!"'..,.IE

and think that you could have
trimmed a shot here or there."
Hering played his first
two years of collegiate golf
at Muskegon Community
College, following an
outstanding career at Mona
Shores High School in Norton
Shores, where he led the
Sailors to a No. 1 state ranking.
When it was time to consider
colleges, Hering was reluctant
to pick Grand Valley.
"I didn 't want to come
here because I thought the
Meadows was too hard of a
course," he said and laughed .
It took a little convincing
from head coach Don
Underwood and once he
saw the Meadows and its
practice facility, Hering was
sold. The practice facility
includes sheltered hitting
areas, putting and chipping

greens and two holes that can
be played as 3, 4 or 5 pars.
Now a veteran of playing
the Meadows, Hering said
it helped make him a better
golfer. "Some teams are
intimidated when they come
here for tournaments. It's
nice to be so familiar with
the course and have that
advantage," he said.
Underwood agreed , saying
a difficult course forces
play ers to take shots they
normally might not do. "A hard
golf course tends to expose
players' weaknesses," he said .
The Meadows Golf Club at
Grand Valley was recently
ranked by Links Magazine
as one of the top 25 college
courses in the U.S. The Meadows
was rated No. 22 on the list.
Links' top 25 list is on line at
www.linksmagazine.com .
Hering has played
competitive golf since he was
10. " My dad used to drop me
off at the course on the way to
work and I would play all day,"
he said . A native of Muskegon ,
Hering played regularly at two
area public courses, Chase
Hammond and Oak Ridge .
With his college eligibility
now over, Hering is working
toward joining a mini-tour,
like the Gateway Tour or
NGA Hooters Tour, and
understands that he'll have
to slug it out with hundreds

of other hopefuls looking at
a shot at joining the PGA .
Underwood said as long
as Hering continues to work
on his short game, he'll
be ready for a mini-tour.
Hering competed in his first
professional tournament, the
Michigan Open at Orchard
Lake Country Club , in June,
and will continue to look for
more qualifiers. It's a pricey
hobby, as each qualifier
cost about $300 to enter.
"As you work your way up,
you can begin to approach
sponsors like Nike or Titleist,
but at the start you might get
hats, balls and gloves," he said .
After he graduates next
April , Hering plans to move
south to continue his dream
of playing professionally. At
least he will have the right
weather for the links.
"The climate here is a
definite disadvantage," he
said . "When we make our
spring break trips to Florida ,
the teams from down South
are so much more prepared ,
and we 've been hitting
in 20-degree weather.

lint Eastwood and 50
Cent are among those
who have recently
discovered Michigan is a great
place to make films. That was
good news for Grand Valley
graduates Michael Judd,
second assistant director on
Eastwood's "Gran Torino,"
and Brian Miller, writer and
director of "Caught in the
Crossfire," featuring the
rapper-actor 50 Cent as the
film's executive producer.
Thanks to the aggressive
tax credits for filmmakers
approved by lawmakers last
year, the state industry is
flourishing. Skilled workers
are in high demand. Grand
Valley has been a state
leader in this field for more
than 30 years, with a full
program that educates
students in all aspects of
film and video production.
Now many training centers
and community colleges are
scrambling to add classes
and be a part of the scene.
Barbara Roos, former
associate director of the
School of Communications,
founded the film program in
the 1970s when it was housed
in William James College.
"Everything was very projectoriented and interdisciplinary
in nature," said Roos. "Like
so many programs today, our
aim was to integrate liberal
and professional education."
In addition to highly qualified
faculty, the program has
frequently brought in national
talent to work side-by-side
with students on film projects.

C

photo by Amanda Pitts

Barbara Roos, who founded Grand Valley's film program in the 1970s,
encourages student Aaron Wood during a scriptwriting class.
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"We had Brianne Murphy
here for two years early on ,"
said Roos. "She was the first
woman invited to become
a member of the American
Society of Cinematographers,
and she brought national
attention to our program."
Over the years the program
has grown in size and offerings
while retaining core values that
emphasize creative thinking,
problem-solving skills and
teamwork. Now part of the
School of Communications,
the Film and Video Production
program includes course
work in Animation and New
Media, Cinema Studies,
Documentary/Nonfiction
and Fiction Filmmaking and
Sound Design. Student interns
serve the needs of local and
state nonprofit organizations,
commercial production
companies, and broadcasters.
"What many other
area schools are doing
is admirable," said Kim
Roberts, Grand Valley's
Film and Video Production
program coordinator. "Many
classes have sprung up to
teach displaced workers a
specific skill that can land
them a job on a local film
crew. Our goals are different,
with an education that will
take graduates beyond
that first job and help them
be adaptable to changes
throughout their career."
Students learn about every
aspect of production from
scriptwriting to editing.
Hands-on production
experience is integrated

with the insights offered
by media history, theory
and criticism . Graduates
emerge with a complete
set of production skills as
well as the ability to think
on their feet , and to express
themselves well verbally, in
writing and on the screen.

ALUMNI FIND JOBS
IN MICHIGAN
When Ken Droz, creative
and communications manager
for the Michigan Film Office ,
visited Grand Valley in April,
he advised film and video
students that they no longer
need to move to Los Angeles,
New York and Chicago.
Michigan's new tax incentives
have created opportunities

Copyright 2009 the Grand Rapids Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Grand Valley alumnus Brian Miller wrote and directed 'Caught in the Crossfire,' featuring rapper-actor 50 Cent,
also the film's executive producer, and actors Adam Rodriguez and Chris Klein. Filming in May included street
scenes in downtown Grand Rapids.

for thousands of local jobs by
drawing national celebrities
and producers to the state,
including Grand Rapids.
Many alumni have already
found that to be true.
Mitch Nyberg returned to
work in Michigan in 2000
and recently served as
unit production manager

photo courtesy of John Schmit

Student participants in John Schmit's nature documentary on invasive
species shoot footage of research activities at the Hammond Bay
Biological Station in Millerburg, Michigan. Pictured, left to right, are Evan
Rattenbury, Jordon Trudeau, Evan Owen and Matt Evenocheck.

for the local production of
"The Chaos Experiment,"
(formerly titled "The Steam
Experiment,") starring Val
Kilmer and Armand Assante.
The Grand Valley alumnus
worked for 17 years in the
San Francisco film industry,
including as a production
assistant on Kilmer's 1991 film
"The Doors." Nyberg also
worked as a camera operator
for Eric Clapton's concerts
throughout the world.
Alumni David Burton and
John Willette have also
built careers in Michigan
creating special effects for
Hollywood for feature films
like "What Lies Beneath" and
"Castaway," which earned
them an Oscar nomination.
Grand Valley grads have also
made careers in animation
and multimedia, at radio
and network television
stations, advertising agencies,
community access stations,
production and postproduction houses, school
systems, and corporations.
(See Alumni Spotlights
sidebar on page 19 .)
While a student at Grand

Valley, Bill Cuppy worked
as a production assistant,
camera operator and director
at WGVU-TV and was hired
there after graduation. He
started Cuppy Productions
in 2001 and produces and
directs many projects for
Grand Valley, including
informational and recruitment
videos, live sports television
broadcasts, and Webcasts
of special campus events.
"The extensive hands-on
curriculum and classes taught
by challenging, creative
professors really helped to
prepare me for my career,"
said Cuppy. "The Summer
Film Project, even before
it was officially named as
such, was definitely my most
challenging and rewarding
experience as a student."

GRAND VALLEY ON
THE BIG SCREEN
Now in its 15th year,
Grand Valley's Summer
Film Project is unique in the
state. It offers students the
opportunity to work sideby-side with film industry
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professionals on every aspect
of a short film , from start to
finish. Through a generous
program with Panavision ,
the project has repeatedly
been loaned a $500,000
professional Panaflex Super
16 camera for filming.
Hollywood pros - like
director and producer Alba
Francesca ("Stepmonster")
and director of photography
Jack Anderson ("Always
Say Goodbye") - have
come to campus to work
with students on the films .
Actors James Karen ("The
Pursuit of Happyness")
and Pauley Perrette ("Navy
NCIS") starred in Grand
Valley 's films "Flickering Blue"
and "A Moment of Grace,"
respectively. Completed
films are premiered locally,
and then make the national
film festival circuit, often
garnering top awards while
expanding awareness of
Grand Valley's program.
"I have been very gratified
to see how students flourish
in the course of the Summer
Film production and go out
into the 'real world ' with great
confidence in their abilities,"
said John Harper Philbin ,
who served as producer and
director on seven Summer
Films, including one featurelength movie, "To Live &
Die in Dixie," produced
in 2007. It won the Best
Thriller Feature at the Illinois
International Film Festival.
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Students set up camera equipment while, left to right, director John Harper Philbin confers with Hollywood
cinematographer Jack Anderson on a scene for 'Flickering Blue,' (2003) starring veteran actor James Karen.

"The comments that we
receive from students at
the end of the process each
summer are so positive and
passionate that it compels us
to keep the program running
year after year, and make each
year better than the last."
With the increasing
number of films being

ww w.gv su.edu

made in Michigan , Grand
Valley students are enjoying
additional local opportunities.
Anthony Rivera Jr. had an
internship last summer
at Grooters Productions
in Holland. He served as
assistant editor on Tic
Tock Studio's feature film ,
"Tug," and was brought

back after his internship to
continue on the project in
the fall. That led to a full-time
position after graduation.
Another local production ,
"Hopeful Notes," an
independent feature directed
by Valerio Vanoli , shot one
scene at the train depot near
Grand Valley's Small Business

and Technology Development
Center in Grand Rapids.
Production Coordinator
Jax Baker contacted Grand
Valley and selected 19
students for positions .
" Filmmaking is not always
what one might think . It's not
always directing, producing
and writing. There are a lot
more practical tasks that need
to be done than one might
think," Baker said. "Everyone
from Grand Valley was very
reliable and proved to be very
valuable to our production."

MENTORING
INDEPENDENCE
All of the Film and Video
Production faculty are active
practitioners who continually
infuse the program with their
energy and new ideas .
Last year Professor John
Schmit directed the program's
first nature documentary,
" Lake Huron: A Saga of
Invasive Species," with a
production crew made up
entirely of Grand Valley
students . They shot footage
at Michigan's Hammond
Bay Biological Station in
Millerburg and interviewed
DNR biologists. Another
documentary, "Catching the
Current: A Look into Wind
Energy in West Michigan ,"
shows the benefits that
wind energy could have on
Grand Valley 's Allendale
Campus; it won an award
at the 2007 Festival of
the Arts Film Festival.
Students channel their
growing experience into
class projects of their
own . The documentary
"Bingo City," produced by
students Ryan McBain and
Matthew Evenocheck, was
selected for screening at the
Detroit Docs International
Film Festival last fall.
Another student
documentary, "Uncovering
Potential, Discovering
Controversy," by Matthew
Nickels and Josh Beagle,
captured the controversy

surrounding stem cell
research. Both students'
fathers suffer from illnesses
that could possibly be cured
through such research ,
yet they held opposing
v iews on the issue . The
documentary received
ex posure in science forums,
film screenings and online,
resulting in an interview on
NBC's Detroit affiliate station
last fall , just weeks before
Michigan voters addressed
the issue at the polls.

HIGH DEF AND HIGH
EXPECTATIONS
For three decades Grand
Valley 's Film and Video
Production program has
been the leader in the
state, and is still drawing
students from all across the
country. Each year presents
new funding challenges
and increasing changes in
technology. Federal funding
helped television stations
with the recent changeover
to High Definition , but no
such funds were provided
for the educational sector.
Fred Antczak, dean of
the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences, confirmed
Grand Valley's commitment
to teaching students the
skills they need to be able
to adapt to their future
situations, whether as
independent filmmakers or
employees in the industry.
" We will not grow the
program beyond our capacity
to provide the appropriate
learning venues, the range of
equipment, and the expert
instruction necessary for our
goal," Antczak said. "For a
program our current size,
that's a tall order; and with the
accelerating pace of change,
we will continually have the
need for resources to provide
this quality of experience."
Learn more about the
Film and Video Production
program online at www.
gvsu.edu/filmvideo.

An
educatio
n
•
1n fin ances
Students and university staff find more creative
ways to save money -byDottieBarnes
"Fruga l Sam" is trying to
make his money work harder
for him while he's in college.
No, he isn't a cartoon character,
rather a sophomore who works
as an intern in Grand Valley's
Financial Aid office. Sam
Stafford got the affectionate
nickname after sharing his
methods with his colleagues.
"I buy my books on line when
it 's cheaper, and sell them at
the end of the semester," said
Stafford. "Plus, I cook more and
look for sales. And I do things
like stretch a batch of spaghetti
into three dinners during
the week instead of one."
The accounting major said
while he, like most other
students, tries to be wise about
money, it's becoming more
challenging. "I was raised in
a frugal home and my goal is
not to have to rely on loans,"
he said. "But jobs aren't as
easy to find and some students
aren't able to get as much help
from their families anymore."
Jennifer Beukema, a nursing
major from Zeeland, has
moved back home after living
on campus for two years.
"My parents were helping
me, but now I'm paying for
my classes," said Beukema.
"I saved money from jobs I
had while in high school and
I have a job now. It takes the
pressure off my parents."
Mike Patterson, an

economics and finance major
from Caledonia, has made
several changes at the start
of his junior year all because
of the economy. "My parents
pay for my college and I took
out a loan for the first time
to help them out," Patterson
said. "Instead of just having
a summer job, I now work
during the school year, too.
I've also started making meals
go further. If I get a pizza , I'll
stretch it into two meals."
Patterson said he's also
riding his bike more instead
of driving , and taking the
bus for his classes at the Pew
Grand Rapids Campus.

Hop on the Bus, Gus
Patterson has plenty
of company. More and
more students are getting
themselves free from parking
fees and high gas prices. At
the end of April, the number
of Grand Valley bus riders
reached nearly 2.5 million.
In the fall of 2008, a record
number of students -18 ,856 used Grand Valley's bus system
on the first day of classes.
During that first week, a record
87,800 students rode the
bus, up by nearly 30 percent
from the same time in 2007.
" The economy is definitely
one of the reasons we're seeing
a record number of riders,"
said Erin Babson , operations
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

A record number of students are riding the bus, saving 1 million gallons of
gas and $12 million in car maintenance costs.
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manager for Pew Campus
and Regional Centers. "In
ourannualbussurveytaken
by students, 83 percent said
saving money was their top
reason for riding the bus."
For fiscal year 2008-09 , it is
estimated that students saved:
• 21 million miles by riding
the bus instead of driving;
• 1 million gallons of gas; and
• $12 million in car
maintenance costs.
Students can find out how
much money they can save
by riding the bus by visiting
www.gvsu.edu/bus.
Babson said three buses
were added to the fleet
during the past year, bringing
the total number to 20. Two
more buses were added to
the Campus Connector route
and one to the route for
off-campus apartments. The
additional buses cut the wait
time from roughly every 7-8
minutes to every 6-7 minutes.
The Campus Connector runs
between the Allendale and Pew
campuses seven days a week.

Finding Deals
Jamie Dumdei , a senior
from Coloma, does much

more than ride the bus to
save money. She makes every
penny count so she doesn't
have to ask her parents for
financial help. The graphic
design major works two jobs
and keeps a strict budget.
"I reuse my water bottle
instead of buying water and
besides packing a lunch , I carry
snacks with me to avoid putting
money in vending machines
or paying for more expensive
snacks," said Dumdei. "I also
share the cost of groceries
with my roommates and
use sustainable bags."
Dumdei said she spends
time looking for deals and it
pays off. "I look for discounts
directed at Grand Valley
students," she said. "Many
area businesses will give
you a discount if you just
show your student I.D."
Dumdei said she also
saves money by routinely
watching for restaurant and
movie specials and hanging
her clothes to dry instead
of paying to use a dryer.
But in this economy, some
students are coming up short
despite a strict budget.
top photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
photo at right by Amanda Pitts

Jamie Dumdei (above) saves money by drying her clothes outside instead
of paying to use a dryer. Susana Villagomez (right) helped start a food
pantry for students who are struggling to afford groceries.
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Student Food Pantry
That is what led Susana
Villagomez to help start a
student food pantry at Grand
Valley. It opened April 6
and during its first month
of operation provided
help to 40 students.

Villagomez, a pre-clinical
laboratory major, took it to
heart when she overheard
classmates talking about their
struggles to afford groceries.
"I realized some students
were having trouble affording
food even before the economy

got bad," said Villagomez.
"But now, students can't find
jobs and their parents are
losing their jobs. Students
will pay for classes, books
and fees and then try to
be flexible with the money
that's left - like for food."
Villagomez, a junior from
Grand Rapids, is an intern
at the Women's Center.
She took her concerns to
director Marlene KowalskiBraun. "Marlene and I started
meeting with more and more
people on campus who were
interested in helping us get a
food pantry started ," she said.
The Women's Center sent
flyers around campus asking
for donations of food , paper
products and toiletries, and the
response was overwhelming.
"The support from the
campus community has been
amazing," said Rachael DeWitt,
a graduate student intern
at the Women's Center who
helps organize the food pantry.
"We've had contributions from
professors, staff members,
various departments, student
groups, Greek life, you name
it. We've even received checks
from people in the community
who have heard about it."
The University Bookstore
donated reusable bags made
of recycled material. "It doesn't
look like a grocery bag , so no
one will have to feel intimidated
about taking a grocery bag
of food, " Villagomez said.
Students who wish to use
the food pantry are asked
only to fill out a brief form .
Organizers are using the honor
system: documentation of
financial need is not required
and there is no limit to access.
Besides the Women's
Center, donations can be
dropped off at the Devos
Center, room 101B, on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
"Food distribution is a shortterm solution ," said DeWitt.
"We are also trained to assist
students to help them find
other resources if needed."

Bookstore helps students save
with lower textbook prices
One expense students can't
get rid of is textbooks. But
Grand Valley's bookstore is
helping to control the cost.
Through varied efforts,
the University Bookstore's
management team has saved
students more than $1 million
during the past fiscal year.
Textbooks have become
more expensive for a number
of reasons including the
rising costs of labor, materials
and transportation. A
growing trend of publishers
bundling a primary text with
supplemental materials drives
up costs. Publishers also
have increased competition
for market share and profit
margins, and the rapid pace
of information changes
has led to more frequent
revised editions, which
decreases the shelf life of
many used textbooks.
"'We understand that
textbooks are a very
expensive, yet essential,
component for a student's
successful completion of a

course," said Jerrod Nickels,
manager of Grand Valley's
University Bookstore.
"Since 2005, we have
committed to a series of
initiatives involving the use of
technology and management
efficiencies to greatly lower
prices for our students."
One area of savings for
students came from the UBS
team's decision to reduce
profit margins on both new
and used books. Grand
Valley students experienced
$507,190 in savings from
used books that are priced
at 33-50 percent off new list
prices; the standard industry
margin is 25 percent.
More than 51 percent of
all books sold at UBS are
used, whereas data from the
2009 National Association
of College Stores Industry
Report shows the national
average is 27.6 percent.
"By using a computerized
textbook management
system, we are able to create
a virtual warehouse to buy

and sell used texts through
a network of 50 college
stores," Nickels said . "This
also allows us to pay the
highest buy-back prices to
students, since the prices
are based on six or more
wholesale lists, rather than
one." These efforts provided
an additional $456,704
in savings to students.
The standard industry
margin on new books is 25
percent; UBS sets margins
between 17-22 percent on
all textbooks priced at more
than $100. The staff also
negotiates lower contracted
prices with new book
publishers and negotiates
making supplemental
materials available separate
from new textbook bundles .
This allows students to
obtain these materials when
purchasing used books.
These efforts alone saved
students more than $98,000
during the past year.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

The University Bookstore has taken several steps to lower textbook prices, saving students more than $1
million during the past year.
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Campus worm hotel part
of sustainable food process
- by Brian J. Bowe
In a quest to become
more environmentally
responsible, Grand Valley
has opened a wom1 hotel.
Rather than serving coffee
to their guests, worm hotel
operators feed food waste from
dining facilities to the worms.
That action creates compost
for Grand Valley's community
garden. The cycle is complete
when some of the food grown
there is used in menu items
at campus dining facilities.
Campus Dining began this
pilot program in late February
to compost some of its food
waste with red worms. The
worms live in 2-foot by 3-foot
boxes called "worm hotels," said
Ethan McCann, Campus Dining
sustainability manager at Grand
Valley. The worms eat the food
scraps and the, ahem, resulting
by-products fall through a
screen. The harvested product
is squeezed and the extracted
liquid - known euphemistically
as "worm tea" - is "the cream
of the crop when it comes to
fertilizer," McCann said.
There is currently one worm
hotel in Padnos Hall on the
Allendale Campus. McCann
said he hopes there will be more
erected in a greenhouse located
at Grand Valley's studentrun Community Garden. The
Community Garden provides
students, faculty and staff
members, and the Allendale
community the ability to
maintain a plot of land to
grow produce organically. The
garden, located at 48th Avenue
and Luce Street, entered its
second growing season in 2009.
Campus Dining has a plot in
the Community Garden and is
growing zucchini for use in its
dining locations, McCann said.
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McCann said Campus Dining
conducted an informal study
and found that up to 600 pounds
of food waste were generated
in a week - with half of that
weight in coffee grounds. All
of that waste is pre-consumer
- vegetable peels and tops and
other food scraps that come
in the preparation process. He
said eventually he would like
to include scraps from diners,
too, but some foods are less
suitable for composting. Used
coffee grounds are repackaged
and available for gardeners at
Kirkhof Center's JavaCity in the
Lobby Shop, and other foods
will end up in a new, traditional
composting operation at
the Community Garden.
Student D.J. Wagner serves
as the innkeeper for the worms.
He is majoring in business
operations management in the
Seidman College of Business.
Growing up in Plymouth,
Wagner said his father, an
environmental engineer,
instilled a sense of ecological
responsibility in him at a young
age. He said he approaches
the project from a sustainable
business perspective.
"It's just good business sense,"
Wagner said. "Anything we can
do to reuse what we've got,
rather than buying new, not
only helps the environment,
it helps financially."
Wagner added that it is
important for students to be
prepared for the green jobs
of the future. "Right now, the
only things that are taking off
are green and sustainabilityrelated ventures," he said.

photo by Amanda Pitts

Student D.J. Wagner tends to the
worms who turn Grand Valley food
waste into fertilizer.
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The new Laker Turf Building is the most recent Grand Valley facility to be given the coveted LEED certification for sustainable design and construction.

Grand Valley's commitment to
green buildings grows
-byBcianJBowe

Five years ago, when Grand
Valley opened the Michigan
Alternative and Renewable
Energy Center in Muskegon,
it was considered a cuttingedge green leader. It was
Grand Valley's first building
to receive the coveted LEED
certification from the U.S.
Green Building Council.
When the Mark A. Murray
Living Center was given
an Energy Star designation
from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency - the
first university student
housing unit in Michigan to
receive such a designation
- it further solidified Grand
Valley's commitment to
constructing green buildings.
Now, the university has 15
structures that have been either
LEED certified or are in various
stages of being certified visible signs of Grand Valley's
commitment to making its
operations greener and more
sustainable. In addition, an
application has been filed
to have the entire Allendale
Campus LEED certified.

LEED stands for Leadership
in Energy and Environmental
Design. It is an internationally
recognized certification system
that certifies environmentally
sustainable construction
projects. The process considers
factors like building location,
water and energy use, indoor
air quality and building design.
The proliferation of LEED
buildings at Grand Valley
is part of a university-wide
commitment to environmental,
economic and social
sustainability - a trio of factors
commonly referred to as the
"triple bottom line." Thus,
achieving LEED certification
isn't the end of the work, it's the
beginning, said James Moyer,
assistant vice president for
Facilities Planning. Throughout
the university, Moyer said
he's looking at amount of use
rather than simply cost of
utilities and other resources.
"You can't control the unit
cost of what you buy, but you
can control how much you
buy, and we're always looking
at ways to buy less," he said.

Moyer added that each
year, as more energy-saving
projects come on-line, related
utility budgets are reduced
to reflect those savings.
"This recovery of funding
helps maintain a focus on the
consumption factor;' he added.
Grand Valley has been
recognized nationally for its
sustainability efforts and was

the only Michigan school
cited in the Kaplan College
Guide 2009 list of"cuttingedge green" colleges and
universities. The university
was the recipient of the U.S.
Green Building Council's
2008 Recognition Award and
the Sustainable Endowments
Institute's 2008 National
Sustainability Innovator Award.

University facilities with LEED certification:
LEED Gold
• Michigan Alternative and
Renewable Energy Center
• Laker Turf Building
LEED Silver
• Niemeyer Learning
and Living Center
• Lake Ontario Hall
• Green House on Watson
Street, a single-family
home in Grand Rapids
built as a demonstration
project in partnership with
the Padnos College of
Engineering and
Computing.

LEED Certified
• John C. Kennedy
Hall of Engineering
• Mackinac Hall renovation
• Kirkhof Center addition
Certification pending
• Mackinac Hall expansion
• Bicycle Factory
• Housing 2010 (under
construction)
• Learning/Dining 2010
(under construction)
• Mary Idema Pew
Learning and Information
Commons (upcoming)
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Criminal justice faculty members Patrick Gerkin, left, and John Hewitt started their research project after listening to Johnny Cash's music in the car on
the way to an academic conference.

songs like "San Quentin" and
"City Jail," Cash was clearly
an advocate for prison reform.
He was also reflective of the
times, as the prisoners' rights
movement can1e to the forefront
in the late 1960s and early '70s.
The opening verse of
"San Quentin":
San Quentin, I hate every
inch of you
You've cut me and have
scared me thru and thru.
And I'll walk out a wiser
weaker man;
Mister Congressman, why
can't you understand?
and from "City Jail":
Well he put me outside in a
dark corner
And before you could say
hypocrite he hit me on
the head
And I said oooh don't hit me
on the head
I can't protect myself with
the handcuffs on

Their project started when
Hewitt, a big Cash fan, popped
in the American Recordings
CD when he and Gerkin were
driving to Ohio for a conference.
"We started talking about what
the songs were saying, and that
it was pretty clear that Cash was
empathetic to those in prison,
even those justly imprisoned;'
Hewitt said. "We wanted to
show that had Cash been
trained as a criminologist, his
thinking would have reflected
the themes identified in our
field. And we wanted to explore
how Cash sang of folks who
committed crimes, admitted
the crimes and took full
responsibility for their actions."
After enlisting the help of
Rider, ilie three found 57 songs
that dealt with crime, prison,
chain gangs, death penalty or
redemption. They analyzed the
lyrics to identify four variables
that would reflect a degree of
criminal responsibility: claim of
innocence, no denial of crime,

acceptance of responsibility,
and indication of remorse. Of
the known crimes committed
in these songs, 35 percent
were murders. Most song
subjects, 42 percent, admitted
their guilt; 10.5 percent
claimed they were innocent.
Gerkin and Hewitt presented
their research at a criminal
justice conference in Boston,
and have submitted it to a
peer-reviewed journal. Hewitt
said the research integrates
well into one of his courses,
in which part of the focus is
images of crime and justice
in contemporary music.
Through his songs, Cash
advocated against the death
penalty because he believed it
was possible for an innocent
person to be executed. Hewitt
cited "Long Black Veil;' in which
a man is sentenced to death for
a murder he did not commit. Yet
in Cash's admirable way, rather
than dishonor a woman - "I
spoke not a word, iliough it

meant my life/cause I was in the
arms of my best friend's wife"
- the subject goes willingly
to the top of the scaffold.
Though Cash crossed many
musical genres, from gospel to
cowboy country to rockabilly,
Hewitt was reluctant to call
him a folk singer. "His identity
was more with the subjects
of his songs, more so than
the musical tradition of folk
and songs of social justice. He
wasn't a Pete Seeger. Cash was
trying to be a voice of people
who had done wrong and
struggled with the consequences
of their crimes," he said.
As stated in "Man in Black":
I wear the black for the poor
and beaten down
Livin' in the hopeless,
hungry side of town
I wear it for the prisoner
who has long
paid for his crime
But is there because he's a
victim of the times.
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When Grand Valley State
University's Seidman College
of Business was named the
Michigan Small Business
Development Centers
headquarters by the U.S. Small
Business Administration in
2001, it marked the first time
a federal program placed its
state headquarters in West
Michigan.
As state director of the
program, Carol Lopucki is
an optimistic resource for
business. She oversees 12
regional centers across the
state. In 2003 , the Michigan
SBDC became the second
state program to earn a
technology designation ,
becoming the Small Business
and Technology Development
Center. In 2008, the SBTDC
helped companies that
created nearly 3,400 new
jobs. Businesses that were
counseled generated almost
$1.2 billion in sales. Lopucki
talked with Grand Valley
Magazine's Brian J. Bowe
about why she remains
upbeat in the midst of current
economic turmoil.

GVM: We're nearing a decade
since the state headquarters
moved to Grand Rapids from
Detroit. What has been the
impact of the move on the
SBTDC's programs?
LOPUCKI: I think it was primarily
a fresh start. We looked at all
the parts of the state to see
what would assist Michigan
with its future. One of the
first things we did was to
examine where the state was

headed. At the time, I could
see very clearly that we were
moving down the path of
innovation-based businesses
and commercialization of
intellectual property. That gave
me an opportunity to look at
the state strategy, look at the
SBA and its direction , and
start fresh with offices and say,
"Let's craft our messaging of
what we're all about."
Also, I could see that all the
small business development
centers across the country
were examining a technology
designation . We very quickly
looked around and we saw
North Carolina as a leader in
this technology innovation
arena , and went after them
for mentorship. We were the
second state, after North
Carolina , to be designated as
a small business development
center that helped not
just traditional businesses,
but also innovation-based
commercialization.
Those were all such
buzzwords back in that day
- new economy businesses and it has played out extremely
well for us , because while
we were busy building our
infrastructure across the state
for traditional businesses, we
simultaneously did the same
by building the infrastructure
needed to help these unique
innovation-based companies
as well.

GVM: Since you've been in this
forward-thinking mode for
a while, did you think in the
back of your mind that the

state would experience pain
before we entered the current
economic woes?
LOPUCKI: 1 certainly felt that
we had taken our eye off
the ball in Michigan about
entrepreneurship, all over the
state. We were in an economic
scenario where dollars were
more abundant, and I felt that
we had stopped bubbling up
new companies . We stopped
recognizing the importance of
helping build a strong pipeline
of companies . It takes a lot of
dreamers out there, a lot of
tire-kickers, folks who were
in corporations who say they
want to start businesses. But
while things are comfortable,
they don't jump . We got very
comfortable because things
were good.

GYM: When the economy really
started going south in such
a dramatic way last fall , what
effect did that have on the
SBTDC?
LOPUCKI: The impact on our
organization has been huge.
We opened in 2000 busy
as can be working on the
infrastructure: building the
tools to assist companies
that are in trouble, and
building solid tools for helping
people do a fast launch. We
put together the training
programs that help people
start companies quickly. We
got all of our infrastructure
in place during the good
times. Now we are the best
positioned we could ever be
as an organization , because
we're not trying to fix the bike
and ride it at the same time
here. We have all the tools we
need to help businesses work
both in and on their business.
We're well-equipped to help
companies that are in trouble
for whatever reason or that
have growth potential.
Moving over to new starts ,
lots of people who, during
good times, thought about
starting a business but were
afraid to jump have now been
caught up in large company
layoffs . We're tightly tied to
the Kauffmann Foundation's

FastTrac program for
dislocated workers, and we're
running these boot-camp
type programs all over the
state. We're helping people
who've been planning to do
this anyway. For many people,
unfortunate circumstances
have made this the time.

GYM: With all of these new small
businesses that you're helping
get off the ground , have we
planted the seeds for what the
next Michigan is going to look
like?
LOPUCKI: The difficulty is that
it takes a long time for
companies like life science
firms to replace the kinds of
jobs that we're losing. The
speed at which we have to
build lots of small businesses
to replace one severe cut at
a large company is the pain
we're in right now. We need all
of our chambers of commerce
and all of our organizations
that are out there assisting
small businesses to be rolling
in the same direction right
now, to do whatever we
can to populate more smart
businesses and to be there
supporting businesses that
need to be stabilized during
this difficult time.

GYM: How does the situation in
Michigan compare to the rest
of the country?
LOPUCKI: I am one of 63 state
directors - some states have
more than one - and about
three or four years ago my
counterparts started saying
to me, "Oh , poor Michigan." I
would tell them that we're first
into the recession , and we're
going to be deeper and longer
than the rest of you, but all
the parts and parcels of what
we make that we're no longer
making are going to affect
you - the rubber for the tires
and the electronics in cars and
all the manufacturing that we
do, we're just the hub of the
larger problem . We have been
dealing with this a long time
in Michigan - seeing it, living
through it and now crawling
out of it . There are some states,

truly, that are just starting to
recognize the throes of it.

GYM: It seems like it would
be easy to be pessimistic
given the current economy in
Michigan, but you seem very
optimistic. Is that true?
LOPUCKI: If you worked with our
counselors , you would be,
too. We see the best that's
out there . We certainly see
companies in difficult times,
but we work with eternal
optimists. We see people
excited about starting main
street businesses, we still see
people buying franchises ,
launching everything from A to
Z. We do feel like we have one
of the best jobs in Michigan
right now because we see that
optimism.

GYM: Looking at the last nine
years , what are some of the
success stories you're most
proud of?

LOPUCKI: There are many, but
one that comes immediately to
mind is local tech entrepreneur
Keith Brophy. In the mid-'90s,
he walked into my office at the time I was a regional
director - with a newspaper
clipping that talked about the
services we provide. He said
"This isn't real , is it, that your
services are no cost?" I asked
him what he needed most,
and he said: "I need coaching
because my family and friends
think I'm crazy walking away
from IBM and doing my own
entrepreneurial thing ."
Our organization has
assisted Keith for more than
a decade - helping establish
infrastructure and service
provider relationships in early

years, providing strategic
thinking , support and
encouragement during the
growth years. Throughout the
evolution , we helped Keith and
his team see beyond the tech
bubble that tech entrepreneurs
often find themselves in.
What started as the launch
of a one-man , home-based
consulting firm advanced
into a software development
company called Sagestone. In
the software solutions industry
you grow or you die; one of the
greatest challenges to grow is
obtaining needed capital.
Sagestone grew through
acquisition by Detroitbased NuSoft Solutions,
a firm with a compatible
philosophy and perspective
on business management.
Maintaining a strong West
Michigan office, the company
provided software solutions
for 21 of West Michigan's top
25 companies, launched a
Cincinnati office, and served
customers nationwide. This laid
solid groundwork for another
acquisition growth step, by
RCM Technologies, which has
now aligned the company for
great stability.
It is a very fulfilling job to
know that the six original
team members who pooled
resources together to launch
Sagestone remain with RCM.
This tech company has been a
good collaborator with other
firms , a good mentor to other
start-up tech companies, and a
wonderful community steward
- and I am very proud to have
been engaged through its
evolution .
p hoto by Bernad ine Carey -Tucker

SBTDC 2008 Economic Impact
Businesses consulted: 5,503
start-ups receiving counseHng: 2,sn
E.xlstlng co,npaudes receiving counsellna: 2,952
New JQbs created by bull,.... receiving . .1s1ance: 3,379
Sales aename.d by busl._... counseled: $1 2 bilUon

Total eapltel formation: $289 mllhon

GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE

29

ALUMNI

news

Health care
administrators reflect
on challenges, joys of
jobs - by Michele Coffill
With budget decreases, an
aging population and demands
for health care increasing,
it seems that being an
administrator of a community
hospital or health care facility
would not be an enviable job.
But Grand Valley alumni
working as top health care
administrators said they
enjoy their jobs because
of the wide-ranging
responsibilities, challenges
and daily contact with health
care providers and patients.
Three alumni who serve
Michigan residents as health
care administrators, a sampling
of many graduates in similar
roles, discussed their jobs,
budget challenges and how
Grand Valley helped prepare
them for their careers.
Joanne Urbanski,
'84 and '94
Joanne Urbanski has
served as president and chief

executive officer of South Haven
Community Hospital since 2007.
She had served as the hospital's
interim president/ CEO in 2006.
Urbanski has worked at
SHCH since 1984. For 10 years,
she served as the hospital's vice
president and chief operating
officer. She had also worked at
Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation
Hospital in Grand Rapids as
vice president of patient care.
Trained as a nurse,
Urbanski earned bachelor's
and master's degrees in
nursing from Grand Valley.
She worked as an intensive
care nurse prior to moving
to management positions.
SHCH, an 82-bed facility,
serves the cities of South
Haven and Bangor and seven
surrounding townships.
Urbanski said while a
community hospital must meet
varied emergency and primary
care needs oflocal residents,
SHCH is also supporting its

At right, Sue Nieboer, '06, chats with Mary Giddings, '08, medical staff
coordinator, at Gerber Memorial Health Services in Fremont. Nieboer is
the hospital's vice president of clinical operations.
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Frank Snarski, '88, laughs with Navy veteran Harold Sunberg at the Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans. Snarski is the home's top administrator.

mission of improving the
health of the community
through its new wellness
center and three-year-old
Shoreline Women's Center.
The Shoreline Wellness and
Rehabilitation Center opened in
2007. It houses physical therapy,
occupational therapy, cardiac
rehabilitation, orthopedics,
and a 38,000-squarefoot fitness center.
According to Urbanski,
the philosophy of the center
is medically based, offering
educational, wellness and
nutrition classes, personal
fitness training and aerobic
classes. The wellness center
has a membership of 2,100,
nearly half of South Haven's
population of 5,000.
The Shoreline Women's
Center offers gynecological and
obstetric services, in addition
to mammography, ultrasound,
and bone-density testing.
"Opening the center followed a
health care trend in the country
to offer services for women
under one roof;' Urbanski
said. "Women are usually the
decision makers when it comes
to health care for their families,
and it's important for them to
stay healthy and informed."
The wellness and women's
centers complement 10 other
specialty, after-hours care, and
primary care clinics staffed

by SHCH. "It's part of our
commitment to the community,
- that we will strive to be a
center of excellence and a place
residents can count on;' she said.
She is currently working
toward a master's degree in
health care administration
from Ohio University.
Frank Snarski, '88
Although he doesn't
administer medications or
draw blood from patients,
Frank Snarski said the nursing
courses he took at Grand Valley
prepared him well to serve
as commandant of the Grand
Rapids Home for Veterans.
Snarski has been GRHV's top
administrator for the past seven
years. Prior to that he was the
facility's director of nursing.
"The management classes
I took within Grand Valley's
nursing program really helped
prepare me for anything," he
said. "They were very realistic."
As commandant, Snarski
oversees management of the
facility's budget, staffing and
care needs for its 700 residents.
After earning a bachelor's
degree in nursing in 1988,
Snarski worked as a nurse
in the emergency room of
Metropolitan Hospital in Grand
Rapids. He soon was named
the hospital's nurse manager
and stayed in that role for 10
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years before moving to GRHV.
He earned a master's degree
in public administration from
Western Michigan University in
2000 and also passed state and
federal licensure exams to be
a nursing home administrator.
Snarski said the move to GRHV
fit his personality well. "I have
always loved talking to and
working with older people,"
he said. "They just have that
extra bit of patience."
Not all GRHV residents are
old, about 200 are veterans of
the Vietnam and Persian Gulf
wars. The facility, Michigan's
largest state-run veterans home,
offers both nursing care and
assisted living care. Snarski
said 140 beds are assigned to
assisted living residents. More
than 500 employees work at the
home; another 165 are contract
employees who perform
laundry, rehabilitation, nursing
and housekeeping duties.
GRHV sits on 80 acres of
land near the Grand River. Its
picturesque grounds include a
newly renovated Grotto Park
and nature trail that are open
to the public. Residents can
take advantage of the home's
bowling alley, media center,
ceramics shop, chapel, computer
classrooms and barbershop,
among other amenities.
The home's cemetery has
5,000 graves. Snarski said one
of his annual responsibilities is
planning for Memorial Day and
making sure each of the graves
will be adorned with a flag.
"We have 1,000 scouts Boy Scouts, Girls Scouts,
Brownie troops - come in
and we give them each five
flags. It really doesn't take
them that long,'' he said.
Snarski often travels with
groups of veterans on field trips
to baseball games or concerts.
In late May, he woke up at 3
a.m. on a Saturday to take a
group turkey hunting near
Yankee Springs. "We didn't see
a thing out there, but they sure
had a great time,'' he said.
Snarski did not serve in the

military and said his dad mostly
kept quiet about his years in the
Navy. "I wasn't a big military
history person before I came
here. But I've learned so much
from talking to the veterans
about the time they served; it's
the best part of this job," he said.

Sue Nieboer, '06
Within a year's time, Gerber
Memorial Health Services, in
Fremont, closed its inpatient
mental health unit and opened
a new building dedicated
to health and wellness. Sue
Nieboer, '06, vice president of
the hospital's clinical operations,
said the two moves demonstrate
the challenges in health care.
"It was really sad that we
closed our mental health facility,
I had been instrumental in
opening it 20 years ago," she
said. Nieboer said moving
mental health treatment to
outpatient care was the best
use of the hospital's resources.
Only 20 percent of Newaygo
County residents used the
inpatient facility, and Grand
Rapids facilities had added
beds for psychiatric patients.

Recently GMHS opened the
Tamarac Center for Health and
Wellness. The facility includes
rehabilitation services, women's
health care, a fitness floor, spa,
and diabetes and nutrition
education classes. The center
has a membership of2,500.
"Tamarac's goal is to
improve the health of our
community,'' she said. "We' re
already seeing it change
lives. Several people have lost
more than 100 pounds."
With more than 20 years
of experience as a hospital
administrator, Nieboer has
learned on the job to manage
specific areas like finance,
strategic planning, risk
management and quality
assurance. She began her
career as a staff nurse at
GMHS and moved into
administration in 1981.
"I'm an unusual case of
getting the job, then getting the
education," she said. Nieboer
earned a nursing degree from
Mercy Central School of
Nursing, a bachelor's degree in
health systems management
from Ferris State, then a master's

news

degree in public administration
from Grand Valley in 2006.
"I really enjoyed my Grand
Valley classes and most
appreciated the opportunity to
share information with other
professionals," she said.
In her current position,
Nieboer oversees nearly
all of the hospital's clinical
departments. GMHS is a
73-bed facility that serves
all of Newaygo County.
As health care reform
continues to be discussed in
Washington, D.C., Nieboer is
hopeful that talk of incentives
for wellness care comes
to fruition. She said that
quality initiatives in "pay
for performance" create
incentives for hospitals to
improve their quality of care.
"It's also important that
as we look to decrease
health care costs, we keep in
mind the balance between
efficiencies and quality," she
said. "As reimbursements
keep shrinking, any changes
we make cannot impact the
quality of care to our patients.''

photo by Amanda Pitts

Joanne Urbanski, '84 and '94, talks with nursing staff members at South Haven Community Hospital, where
Urbanski serves as president and CEO.

GRAND VA LLEY MAGAZINE

31

ALUMNI

news

A Nation of Lakers
Alumni come together across the country
Community Outreach Week
More than 60 volunteers participated in GVSU
Alumni Community Outreach Week (COW),
March 21-27.
Alumni and friends donated time to help
thousands of people across the country by
cleaning parks and trails , making meals for
families in need , helping the homeless , donating
and sorting clothing , donating blood and helping
fight fires. Projects were hosted in the Grand
Rapids area ; Lansing ; Indianapolis, Indiana;
Austin , Texas; Charleston , South Carolina ; and
Port Richey, Florida .

Phoenix
Nearly 50 alumni and friends
joined club leaders Carrie,
'98, and Pete, '96, Finley at
the Old Town Tortilla Factory
in Scottsdale on April 9 for
an evening of networking.
Athletic Director Tim Selgo
discussed Grand Valley
academic and athletic news.

San Antonio
Alumni enjoyed a
university update and
networking reception with
Alumni Relations Director
Chris Barbee, '88 , and
Annual Giving Director
Jill Dooley, '90 & '99, on
March 11 .
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Kalamazoo
Host Georgiann Voissem , '89, welcomed
President Thoma s J. Haas and Athletic
Director Tim Selgo to the Kalamazoo Country
Club on March 19 for an alumni reception ; 32
alumni and friends attended .

Austin
Austin club leader
Alison Smith
Randall, '99,
hosted alumni for
a trail clean-up
event during COW,
following Austin's
popular South by
Southwest Festival.

ALUMNI

news

Royal Oak
Royal Oak Club leader
Ashley G. Barnes, '06,
and Beth Diehl , '06, led a
volunteer event on May
23 at Gleaners Food Bank
of Detroit. The group
packed 11 ,269 pounds of
food to be distributed to
various shelters. Barnes also hosted an alumni
event at a Detroit Pistons game on April 10.

,

Tampa
Tampa club leader Tara Crow, '97,
hosted 18 alumni and friends on
February 28 in Lakeland , Florida ,
for a pre-game picnic at a Detroit
Tigers spring training game
against the New York Mets.

Atlanta Club
members took in
an Atlanta Braves
game on April 4 .
Club leader Amy
Nicholson , '98 ,
hosted 20 alumni
and friends fo r the
game between the
Braves and the

Houston

Fort Lauderdale

About 25 alumni and friends
enjoyed an evening of networking
in Houston on March 12 with
Athletic Director Tim Selgo and
Alumni Relations Director Chris
Barbee, '88 . Reed Sutton , '00, and
Jeremy Koger, '00, served as hosts.

President Thomas J . Haas joined club
leader Audra Lousias Vaz, '92, and 18
alumni and friends on March 4 for a
reception and update on Grand Valley
news and events.
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CAREY J. GRZADZINSKI, B.S., 1978, is
a staff safety engineer at Los
Alamos National Laboratory
in New Mexico. He is also
president of the Los Alamos
Sheriff's Posse for search and
rescue, and community service.

KELLY C. MCEWEN, B.S., 1979, was
named men's basketball
coach at Grand Rapids
Community College.
CHRISM. RAVEN, B.S., 1979, former
photo by Dianne Carroll Burdick

Mark, '97, and Joleen, '96, Rumsey enjoy the fourth annual Art on the
Ravine silent auction, which raised more than $4,500 to benefit art
scholarships.

Fourth annual silent
art auction held
More than 100 alumni and
guests gathered in the Calder
Fine Arts Center on May 21 for
Art on the Ravine, an evening
of entertainment, networking,
food and a silent art auction.
The fourth annual auction
featured 86 donated works
from 55 talented art and design
alumni and raised $4,540.
Proceeds from the event will
directly benefit current art
and design students through
the Branstrom Fine Arts
Award and the Nedra J. Smith
Otis Faculty Scholarship.

CAREERS

1970s
GERALD L. FELIX, B.S., 1974, is city

Participants enjoyed
live entertainment by Alex
Hamel, '05, and Jennifer
Collier, '08, as they perused
art, and read memories shared
by alumni, like this from 2008
graduate Kelly O'Hara: "Much
of my time at Grand Valley
was spent in the studio with
my classmates, who quickly
became some of my best
friends. These relationships
as well as my education
are the best things I took
away from Grand Valley:'

Michigan University's
Extended University Programs
Can1pus in Benton Harbor. He
began working at WMU as an
admissions counselor in 1990.

manager for Park Township.

MARK P. GLEASON, B.S., 1978, received

CHRISTOPHER MACON, B.B.A., 1974,

a doctoral degree in forest
resources and environmental
science from Michigan Tech
University. He also earned
master's degrees at both
Michigan State and Western
Michigan universities. He
conducts aquatic research
around the world.

received the W.W. Plummer
Humanitarian Award at
the 2009 Giant Awards. He
retired as a captain from the
U.S. Naval Reserves in 2008.

JEORGE E. FIERRO, B.S., 1976, was
named director of Western
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Laker basketball player, was
elected to the Mason County
Sports Hall of Fame.

STUART D. PEET, B.S., 1979, was
re-elected to a second fouryear term on the Martin
Township Library Board.

1980s
EMILY A. (HOOKER) DRAKE, B.A., 1981,
was elected to a two-year
term as chair of the board for
the Benjamin Rose Institute
in Cleveland, Ohio. She has
served on the board since
2000; she is also the senior
managing director of Fairport
Asset Management LLC.

RANDY S. BANCINO, B.S., 1982,
joined Mannatech Inc. as
senior vice president of
global business operations.

KIMBERLY M. (MASOURIS) CAMERON,
B.S.N., 1987, earned a degree in
physician assistant studies from
the University of Detroit and is
working at Beaumont Hospital
in Royal Oak. She had been a
registered nurse at the hospital.

BOB SYNK, B.S., 1989, was
elected to the Kent County
Board of Commissioners.
He serves District 19,
southeast Grand Rapids.

1990s
KLAAS A. KWANT, B.S., 1990, and fellow
staff members received two

Telly Awards for productions
at Grand Rapids Community
College Media Technologies.

JOHN A. JANCEK, B.S., 1991,
was named defensive cocoordinator of University of
Georgia's football team.

TASHA M. (GREENLEE) O'MALLEY, B.S., 1991,
was recognized by the Michigan
Education Association as one
of its Outstanding Persons in
Education for her efforts at
McBain Elementary School.

DAVID BENNER, B.A., 1992, was named
national account manager by
X-Rite Inc. He has been with
the company for 11 years.

JULIE M. (LITTLE) GABERDIEL, B.S., 1992,
was promoted to laboratory
services director at West
Branch Regional Medical
Center. She has been with
the company for five years.

KRISTEN E. HENNESSEY, B.S., 1992, is
the food service manager for
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools after serving as
Michigan regional manager
for ARAMARK Education
for the past 16 years.
KEVIN M. KEENAN, B.S., 1992, earned
a law degree from Thomas
M. Cooley Law School and
passed the Michigan bar exam;
he is an associate at Wheeler
Upham PC in Grand Rapids.

PATRICK C. FORSTER, B.S., 1993, is
the head football coach at
North Branch High School.
ALAN A. KIMBER, B.A., 1993, received
a fellowship to attend the
University of Alabama to pursue
a master's degree in business
administration. He graduated
from Harvard Law School.

DAVID M. CHISHOLM, B.S., 1994,
director of lean enterprise
at Triumph Gear Systems,
was named Mentor of the
Year by the Art of Leadership
Foundation's Detroit chapter.

RICHARD A. EVANS, B.S., 1994, wrote
a novel, Asylum Lake.

ALUMNI

ERIC J. !ARSON, B.S., 1996, M.B.A.,
1999, was promoted to
partner at Beene Garter
LLP in Grand Rapids.

MICHAEL R. ROBBE, B.S., 1996,
M.B.A., 2004, joined Oldcastle
Materials Group, Stoneco of
Michigan Division, as business
advocate. He had been an
acquisition/development
specialist at McKeough Land
Company in Grand Haven.

CORY J. GAHSMAN, B.B.A., 1997, B.S.,
2006, is a social studies teacher
at Mount Pleasant High School.

THEODORE V. BARKER, B.B.A., 1998, is
president and chief operating
officer of Shaw Construction
and Management. He had
been vice president of A. Z.
Shmina Construction.

HELENA R. (DOBBINS) JOHNSON,
B.S., 1998, is vice president/
social media manager at
Campbell-Ewald in Detroit.

JAMES A. MEURS, B.A., 1998, M.B.A.
1999, is an assistant professor of
management at the University
of Mississippi in Oxford, Miss.
He earned a doctoral degree
in organizational behavior and
human resource management
from Florida State University.

ELLEN R. WINTERBURN, M.P.A., 1998,
was appointed director of
human resources at Hanon
McKendry Inc. in Grand Rapids.

CHRISTIE A. (FREGETTO) YOUNG, B.B.A.,
1998, is assistant vice president
of commercial lending at
American National Bank
in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

AMANDA K. BURGESS-PROCTOR, B.S.,
1999, is assistant professor of
sociology at Oakland University.

MARY I. DYKSTRA, M.B.A., 1999, owner
of Within Reach Organizing
Services, was appointed director
of examination development
by the Board of Certified
Professional Organizers.

CRAIG A. MEYER, B.S., 1999, was
awarded an MLA International

Bibliography Fellowship for
three years. He is working on a
doctoral degree in rhetoric and
composition at Ohio University.

degree at St. Mary of the Lake
in Mundelein, Illinois.

MICHAEL G. LICHTERMAN, B.B.A.,
2002, is a member/attorney
at Lichterman Law PLC.

2000s
TIMOTHY D. BUIST, B.B.A., 2000, is a
consultant with Breakthrough
Consulting in Grand Rapids,
helping companies become
more cost effective.
SARAH A. HOCHSTETLER, B.A., 2000,
earned a doctoral degree from
the University of California,
Santa Barbara, and is an
assistant professor of English
at Illinois State University.

MICHAEL D. MCKNIGHT, B.B.A., 2000,
is chief financial officer for
the Upstate Carolina Medical
Center in South Carolina.

JENNY E. (WURZ) AYKROYD, B.S., 2001,
joined the Wayne Township
(Indiana) school district as
Team Indiana's academic coach.

GREGORY A. GAMMONS, B.S., 2001,
was promoted to sergeant at
the Springfield Department
of Public Safety.

BONNIE S. (RUNNELS) MAKEHAM, B.S.,
2001,joined Horner Industrial
Service in Indianapolis, Indiana,
as sales/marketing coordinator.

JENNIFER LYNN STERRETT, B.S., 2001,
was named the Nashville Area
Alumni Pan Hellenic Greek
Woman of the Year for her
continued efforts volunteering
for Alpha Sigma Alpha.

TRAVIS J. ALDEN, B.S., 2002, is
Main Street/downtown
development director of
the Manistee MSDDA.
He had been community
development director for
the City of Tipton in Iowa.

SARAH M. CADWELL, B.B.A., 2002, is
senior pricing and incentives
analyst for Steelcase Inc.

DAVID C. GROSS, M.ED., 2002, is
pursuing a master's of divinity

GREGORY VANHORN, B.B.A., 2002, was
promoted to general manager
of Cintas Corp. in Grand
Rapids. He has been with the
company for seven years.

KELLY B. VOGEL, B.M.E., 2002, M.ED.,
2004, joined Duke University as
a senior research analyst after
serving at the University of
Florida's College of Fine Arts
as development coordinator.

JERMALE D. EDDIE, B.S., 2003, and
his wife Anissa relocated to
Port Arthur, Texas, to help
start a new church, Impact
United Methodist Church.

MICHELLE M. EGERMANN, B.S., 2003, was
promoted to criminalist-III at
the New York City Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner.
AMANDA E. HOBBS, B.S., 2003, is
a senior inventory analyst
for Sears Holdings Corp. in
Hoffman Estates, Illinois.

LOREEN R. HOSPODAR, BJ.A., 2003,
started her own business,
Reenie Rose, painting bridal
bouquets onto canvas.

AARON D. PARKER, B.S., 2003, M.S., 2007,
is a research assistant at Florida
International University's
Southeast Environmental
Research Center. He had articles
accepted for publication in
Transactions ofthe American
Fisheries Society and Journal
ofFreshwater Ecology.

JAMES B. STEENBERGEN, M.P.A., 2003,
is the resource development
director for Constance Brown
Hearing Centers in Kalamazoo.

LITTISHA A. (SCOTT) BATES, B.S., 2004,
earned a doctoral degree from
Arizona State University in
sociology and is an assistant
professor of sociology at the
University of Cincinnati.

briefs

SHAWN D. DEVLIN, B.B.A., 2004, wrote
a book, Art by Shawn Devlin.

CHASE A. TURNER, B.S., 2004,
joined Home Depot as
a training specialist.

SCOTT J. SOAVE, B.S., 2005, graduated
from the Pennsylvania
College of Optometry and is
an optometry resident at Hu
Hu Kam Memorial Hospital
in Sacaton, Arizona.
ASHLEY G. BARNES, B.B.A., 2006,
is the marketing/public
relations coordinator for Masri
Orthodontics in Livonia.

JAKE W. HOLLER, B.S., 2006, is a
student at the University
of Michigan's College
of Pharmacology.

KATIE A. (LEWIS) HAYES, B.A., 2005,
M.ED., 2008, is entrepreneurship/
leadership assistant coordinator
at Lawrence Technological
University in Southfield. She
had been secretary for Alumni
Relations at Grand Valley.

JESSICA R. LEVEN, B.A., 2006, is a
territory manager for Merial
Animal Health, a division
of Mereck Pharmaceuticals
in Grand Rapids. She spent
a year in Atlanta at the
company's headquarters before
returning to Grand Rapids.
EILEEN M. SPRINGSTEEN, B.S., 2006,
joined Hampton Inn and
Suites of Denver, Colorado,
as sales coordinator.

BRENDAN S. KREEGER, B.B.A., 2007, is
managing director of Directions
in Research, a marketing
research data collection firm,
in San Pedro, Costa Rica.
MELINDA J. NIENHOUSE, B.S., 2007,
is the student and academic
program coordinator at
the Grand Rapids Medical
Education and Research Center.

RICHELLE A. POWER, B.B.A., 2004,
B.S., 2007, joined Asthma
and Allergy Associates
PC in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, as clinical research
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coordinator after completing
a certification program at
Michigan State University.

grade teacher at Rosenwald
Elementary/Middle School in
Society Hill, South Carolina.

JONATHAN C. PUTNEY, B.S., 2007, joined

SCOTT Y. RUSTICUS, B.S., 2008,

Progress Energy in Raleigh,
North Carolina, as associate
IT analyst. He plans to attend
Duke University's Engineering
Management progran1.

teaches social studies and
coaches freshman baseball
at Kino Junior High School
in Mesa, Arizona.

STEPHENS. SANTELLAN, B.S., 2007, is a

teaches government at
Thurgood Marshall High
School in Missouri City,
Texas. She had taught at
Hightower High School.

career manager for Michigan
Works' Youth Program.

CARYN J. WIERS, B.B.A., 2007,
joined Greenleaf Trust as
an administrative assistant;
she has more than eight
years of experience in
the service industry.

LAURA S. WIEST, B.B.A., 2007, is sales
and marketing coordinator for
Michigan Office Solutions.

DEREK D. ATKINSON, B.A., 2008, joined
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra's
Holland district office as
systems administrator/new
media outreach staff member.
CATHARINA CRAMER, B.S., 2008, is
a student at the University
of Michigan's College
of Pharmacology.

KAT DAVIS, B.A., 2008, volunteered
for Cross-Cultural Solutions
in Cape Town, South
Africa, to help refugees
re-enter the workforce.
BRADLEY J. GIBBONS, B.S., 2008, is

DEBRA T. WEBER, B.A., 2008,

MARRIAGES
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NATALIE A. OZOG, BJ.A., 2005, and
Paul Katz on January 31, 2009.
CORI L. BLAKE, B.B.A., 2006, and Matt
TenHarmsel on October 4, 2008.

CHRISTIAN T. SACK, B.S., 2007, and
Alyson Bullock on July 11, 2009.

KATHRYN N. (ZITTA) BELL, B.S., 1997, and
her husband Steven announce
a daughter, Meredith Ann,
born June 10, 2008. Meredith
is welcomed by brothers
Grant and Ryan. The family
resides in Grand Haven.
KRISTOPHER M. BURAK, B.B.A., 1997,

JEFFERYS. JENKINS, B.S., 1989, and
MARY KATE BARLEY-JENKINS, B.A.,
1991, announce a son, Micah

SEAN M. GORDON, B.A., 1997, and
MARY F. (VANDERLAAN) GORDON,
B.S., 1999, announce a son,

Tania Diaz on April 24, 2009.

2000s
DOMINGO C. QUINTANILLA, B.A.,
2000, and Layne Henderson

Scott, born September 13,
2008. The family resides
in Chicago, Illinois.

on May 15, 2009.

NICOLE L. BERGMAN, B.A., 2001, and
Joseph Infante on April 4, 2009.
MELISSA A. KROL, B.S., 2001, and
Christopher Russo on
September 15, 2007.

APRIL L. NELLEMANN, B.S., 2001,
and Michael Hornbuckle
on April 19, 2008.

AMANDA L. VAN DOP, B.A., 2002,

was named Darlington
County's Outstanding First
Year Teacher. She is a fourth-

Matt Hayes on May 29, 2009.

1980s

is a police officer at the
Henderson Police Department
in Henderson, Nevada.

JENNIFER C. O'SHESKY, B.A., 2008,

KATIE LEWIS, B.A., 2005, M.ED., 2008, and

his wife Carin announce a
daughter, Lucy Willingham,
born April 15, 2009. The
family resides in Ypsilanti.

TIMOTHY F. MACKEN, B.S., 1984, and

on September 4, 2004.

graduate student at Michigan
State University's College of
Veterinary Medicine, and is
president of the class of 2012.

on November 24, 2007.

JAMES P. BARBER, B.A., 1995, and

CAREERS

MICHAEL R. KENNY, B.S., 2008,

JOSHUA R. LEVEN, B.S., 2008, is a

LEAH M. HUNTER, B.A., 2005, B.A.,
2007, and Michael Hunter

1980s

STACY KIMBLE, B.S., 2002, and
CHRISTINA HILLARD, B.A., 2004,

at the University of Michigan's
College of Pharmacology.

and Zachary Ballard on
February 14, 2009.

November 16, 2008. The
family resides in Lansing.

and his wife Noelle announce a
son, Brett Patrick, born March
18, 2009. Brett is welcomed by
sisters Anniston and Liberty.
The fan1ily resides in Okemos.

an admissions counselor at
University of Michigan Flint.

HOANG LE, B.S., 2008, is a student

KATHRINE M. HOOVER, B.S., 2005,

and John VanPopering
on January 3, 2009.

JENNIFER K. MACLEAN, B.A., 2003,
and Brent Cunningham
on March 21, 2009.

JENNIFER L. WENDT, B.A., 2003, and
James Fares on March 19, 2009.

DIANNE L. CHRISTENSEN, B.S., 2004,
and JONATHAN H. HERMANCE, B.B.A.,
2006, on October 4, 2008.
BRANDON AVERY, B.A., 2005, and Eva
Nino on March 20, 2009.

www.gvsu.edu

1990s
MARK C. SCHWARZ, B.S., 1990, and
his wife Katrina announce a
son, Alexander Reece, born
March 3, 2009. The family
resides in Sylvan Lake.
KEVIN M. KEENAN, B.S., 1992, and
LOA (STRINE) KEENAN, B.B.A., 1994,
announce a son, Gavin Patrick,
born February 19, 2009. Gavin
is welcomed by sisters Paige
and Cassidy. The fan1ily
resides in Hudsonville.

SARALYN R. (WOODCOCK) BYKER,
B.S., 1993, and TIMOTHY M. BYKER,
B.S. 1996, announce a son,
Zachariah Timothy, born
February 18, 2009. Zachariah is
welcomed by siblings Benjamin,
Samantha and Isaac. The
family resides in Gowen.

KELLIE A. SEYFRIED, B.S., 1994, and
her husband Mark announce a
daughter, Ava Nichole, born

Graham Michael, born
August 12, 2008. The family
resides in Byron Center.

LORI J. (JANSSEN) ARMSTRONG, B.S.N.,
1998, and ERIC J. ARMSTRONG, B.S.,
2002, announce a son, Alex John,
born January 12, 2009. Alex is
welcomed by sister Lexi. The
fan1ily resides in Zeeland.

AMY M. (GRIFFITHS) BLOCH, B.S.,
1998, and TODDS. BLOCH, B.S.,
2000, announce twins, Gavin
Roland Stewart and Grace
Ellen, born October 12, 2008.
They are welcomed by brother
Griffin. The family resides
in Clinton Township.

MICHELE R. (CONNELLY) EBMEYER, B.S.,
1998, and her husband David
announce a son, Lucas Keith,
born January 30, 2009. Lucas
is welcomed by brothers
Alex and Tanner. The family
resides in Marysville.

NICOLE D. (HAVEMAN) BALL, B.A., 1998,
M.ED., 2007, and her husband
Michael announce a son, Carter
William, born December 30,
2008. Carter is welcomed
by brother Evan. The family
resides in Hudsonville.

ALUMNI

AMANDA K. BURGESS-PROCTOR, B.S.,
1999, and BRYAN K. PROCTOR, B.S.,
1998, announce a daughter,

welcomed by sister Emma.
The family resides in Cooks.

KELLI A. (O'LEARY) BIENZ, B.B.A., 2003
and ROBERT J. BIENZ, JR. B.S., 2003,

MELISSA A. (KROL) RUSSO, B.S., 2001,

Leah Marie, born April 3, 2009.
Leah was welcomed by her
sisters Anna and Maya. The
family resides in Royal Oak.

and her husband, Christopher
announce a son, Dominic
Joseph, born May 9, 2009.

announce a son, Braden, on
March 15, 2009. The family
resides in Cassopolis.

SUSAN J. (DORNSEIFER) PROCTOR,
B.S., 1998, and JASON N. PROCTOR,
B.M.E., 2001, announce a
daughter, Amaya Mareanne,
born April 2, 2009. Amaya is
welcomed by brothers Quentin
and Coleman. The family
resides in Grand Rapids.

lAURA L. (VANDENBRINK) SHOEMAKER,
B.S.N., 1999, and her husband Brent
announce a daughter, Anna Lee,
born March 18, 2009. Anna is
welcomed by sister Grace. The
family resides in Holland.

NICOLE C. (PIERCE) WESTRICK, B.S., 1999,
M.S.P.T., 2002, and JASON J. WESTRICK,
B.S.N., 2001, announce a daughter,
Anja Nicole, born January
27, 2009. Anja is welcomed
by brother Zachary. The
family resides in Caledonia.

2000s
REBECCA M. TORREY, B.S., 2000,
and AARON J. TORREY, B.S., 2003,
welcome a son, Matthew
James, born May 8, 2009. The
fan1ily resides in Allendale.

KRISTEN A. (KALE) BAYER, B.A.,
2001, M.ED., 2003, and BJ Bayer
announce a son, Brooks Morley,
born April 28, 2009. The family
resides in Russellville, Arkansas.

KATIE M. (KALMINK) BlAUWKAMP,
B.S., 2001, and her husband
Chad announce a daughter,
Sophia Grace, born June 24,
2008. Sophia is welcomed by
brother Mason. The family
resides in Hamilton.

LISA K. (ERICKSON) JONES, B.S.,
2001, M.S.P.T., 2003, and her
husband Brad announce a
daughter, Ashlyn Beth, born
February 27, 2009. Ashlyn is

KRISTIN M. (SIMMER) MCCORMICK, B.B.A.,
2001, and SHAWN M. MCCORMICK,
B.B.A., 2001, announce a son,
Owen Shawn, born March 20,
2009. Owen is welcomed by
sister Samantha. The family
resides in Kentwood.

JASON M. STASIENKO, B.S., 2001, and
KAREN D. (COULTER) STASIENKO, B.S., 2001,
announce a son, Jacob Lukas,
born January 12, 2009. Jacob is
welcomed by brother Cayden.
The family resides in Portage.

BRENDA S. (KOLBE) VANNEVEL,
B.S., 2001, and her husband
Larry announce a daughter,
Paige Cecilia, born April 16,
2009. The family resides
in Elkhart, Indiana.

TIFFANY A. (BENNITT) YATZEK, B.S.,
2001, and her husband Derrick
announce a son, Noah Patrick,
born January 18, 2009. The
family resides in Adrian.

KIMBERLYN. (WOLF) ZUIDEMA, B.A.,
2001, and her husband Kevin
announce twins, Ethan
Kevin and Kolby Nicole, on
February 15, 2009. The family
resides in Grandville.

STACY P. KIMBLE, B.S., 2002, and
CHRISTINA (HILLARD) KIMBLE, B.A., 2004,
announce a son, Samuel Delos,
born September 1, 2008. Samuel
is welcomed by brother Oscar.
The family resides in Allegan.

BROOKE E. (SCHAAP) HEIN, B.S.,
2003, and AARON R. HEIN, B.B.A.,
2004, announce a daughter,
Peyton Mackenzie, born April
1, 2009. Peyton is welcomed
by brother Carson. The
family resides in Fruitport.

THOMAS J. HOSFORD, B.S., 2003, M.ED.,
2006, and his wife Lauren
announce a son, Cru Thomas,
born March 3, 2009. Cru is
welcomed by sister Madeline.
The family resides in Rockford.

JESSICA (THELEN) SPARKS, B.B.A.,
2003, and BRADLEY STARKS, B.S.,
2004, welcome son, Grant
Bradley. Grant is welcomed
by his brother Carter. The
family resides in Ionia.

JULIE R. (WATJER) VANDERPOL, B.E.,
2004, and Mark Vander Pol,
announce a son, Elliot Adam,
born May 19, 2009. Elliot was
welcomed by his siblings, Alexia
and Tytus. The family resides
in Edgerton, Minnesota.

JOSEPH T. CALlAHAN Ill, B.S., 2005, and
MORGAN L. (RYBARCZVK) CALlAHAN,
B.B.A., 2006, announce a daughter,
Grace Lucille, on May 9, 2009.
The family resides in St. Joseph.

SHATISHA A. HIBBLER, B.S., 2007
and TYRONE L. HIBBLER, B.B.A.,
2008, announce a daughter,

briefs

2008. Laina was welcomed
by sister Sariah. The family
resides in Macon, Georgia.

LEAH M. (ROGALSKI) HUNTER, B.A.,
2005, B.A., 2007, and her husband
Michael announce a daughter,
Lana Nicole, born November
20, 2008. The family resides
in Oceanside, California.

KENNETH P. LEISTER, B.S., 2007 and
wife Nicole announce a
daughter, Adele Myla, born
May 16, 2009. The family
resides in Tucson, Arizona.
NICHOlAS M. SZOPKO, B.S., 2005,
and PENNY L. (PATTEEUW) SZOPKO,
B.S., 2007, announce twins,
Peyton Anne and Paige Avery,
born February 26, 2009. The
family resides in Allen Park.

AARON J. SANDERS, B.S., 2006,
announces a daughter,
Alyssabeth Jane, born April 9,
2009. Alyssabeth is welcomed
by brother Andrew. The family
resides in Grand Rapids.

IN MEMORIAM
STEPHANIE L. TALLIS, Horton,
Michigan, B.S., 1991,
on May 4, 2009.

PAUL M. MANN, Grand Haven,
Michigan, B.B.A, 2005,
on May 6, 2009.

lAURA J. SIKKENGA, Kalamazoo,
Michigan, B.S., 2005, on
January 18, 2009.

Laina, born February 29,

AMY B. MAJESKI, B.N., 2002, and
her husband Dave announce
a daughter, Allyson Brooke,
born May 18, 2009. The
family resides in Kentwood.
MELISSA ANN (PAUWELS) OHM,
B.B.A., 2002, and her husband
Matt announce a daughter,
AnnaMarie Karen, born
October 10, 2008. The family
resides in Grand Rapids.
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"I thought it would be a useful thing to do - instead of
just flying around for the fun of it, do something of value
for somebody. So I signed up."
- Simha Magal,
on joining Wings of Mercy
rand Valley professor
Simha Magal is
G
deathly afraid of heights.
"You know in hotels where
they have these elevators
that are glass? I can't go in
those," Magal said. "Really, it's
a serious fear of heights."
Given his acrophobic
tendencies, it may come as a
surprise that Magal is an avid
airplane pilot. "In a plane, it
doesn't bother me;' he said. "I
think it's because I'm in control."
Magal, a professor of
management in Seidman
College of Business, uses his
love of flying to offer a lifeline
to people who are in situations
that are out of control. Magal is
one of a corps of volunteer pilots
for Wings of Mercy. The pilots
provide free air transportation
to patients oflimited financial
means who need treatment
at distant medical facilities.
Magal traces his desire to
fly to his childhood. "I've
always been fascinated by
flying," he said. "As a kid in
India, I would go to this little
airport and just watch. It
never clicked that I could fly.
It just never occurred to me."
Magal said he first got the
idea that he wanted to learn
how to fly when he took his first
teaching position at Bowling
Green State University in
Ohio in the late 1980s. The
university had a flight school,
and Magal considered taking a
course but the class conflicted
with his teaching schedule.
"So I said, 'I'll do it next
semester,' but then 10 years
went by,'' Magal remembered.

One day in 1998, he was
chatting with two colleagues
- one was a pilot, the other
wanted to learn. Magal said:
"The non-pilot friend of mine
said, 'We need to get on with
it and learn. Are you game?"'
The flight school had closed
by then, and Magal and his
friend began looking into the
best way to learn how to become
a pilot. "We researched it and
found that the cheapest way,
and the most reliable in terms
of the availability of the aircraft,
was to buy a plane and hire a
local instructor," Magal said.
Magal said he was receptive
to the idea, but was surprised
the next week when his
colleague asked him for a check
for his half of a new plane. He
paid his share and earned his
pilot's license in 1999. He said
he finds flying therapeutic.
"It may be difficult to
understand, but when I'm
out flying, it's very peaceful,"
Magal said. "Just like some
people like music - they play
piano and find it comforting flying helps me relieve stress.
Even though there is a lot to
be doing and you've got to pay
attention to a lot of things all
at once, it's peaceful to me."
Magal said that peaceful
feeling comes precisely because
he has to pay close attention he can't be worried about what
he has to do next week - he has
to be present in the moment.
Magal is a member of two
flying clubs in West Michigan.
The first has one plane shared
among 12 members and the
other has two planes shared by

24 members. The planes are
single-engine, four-passenger
Cessnas. It was through the
flying club that he learned
about Wings of Mercy.
"One of the guys in the flying
club was a member,'' Magal
said. "He mentioned it and I
thought it would be a useful
thing to do - instead of just
flying around for the fun of
it, do something of value for
somebody. So I signed up."
Wings of Mercy President
Terry Boer said the Holland,
Mich.-based organization
was founded in 1991 by Pete
VandenBosch. "He wasn't quite
sure what the need was, and if
anybody would be willing to
help out,'' Boer said. "He found
out quickly that there was a big
need, and there were a lot of
pilots who were willing to help."
The organization has
expanded to include chapters
on the east side of Michigan
and in Minneapolis. Wings
of Mercy has access to 60
aircraft and 200 pilots. They
average 200 missions a year,
flying low-income patients
from Michigan, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois and Wisconsin to
destinations anywhere in the
eastern half of the United States.
"The patients that we are
flying have exhausted their
options in terms of getting
medical treatment. The only
way for them to get help is
to go to a specialized facility
outside of Michigan, and
they can't afford to do it,"
Boer said. "They can't afford
an airline ticket and their
condition makes it impossible

for them to sit in a car for eight
to 10 hours to drive there.
"We're basically
their last option."
Magal said he flies a couple
missions each year, though
he wishes his schedule would
allow him to do more.
"There are two pilots on each
mission, the passenger and
their companion usually are in
the back,'' Magal said. "There's
not much interaction during
the flight. We're busy with our
things, and many times the
patient is tired. Every once in
a while I will talk to them and
say, 'Are you OK?' and so on."
Even though there may not
be a lot of in-flight chats, Magal
said it can be an emotionally
powerful experience.
"If I do a flight for the same
person more than once, I get
to know them a little bit,"
he said. "It's tough. A few
months ago, one of the kids
I used to take - I took him
twice, I think - he died."
Aside from flying missions
for Wings of Mercy, Magal
said he likes to fly to visit
family and friends in Ohio. His
daughter is a student at Miami
University near Cincinnati.
"Driving is six hours, but flying
is two hours at the most. It's
straight - you just point it
south and let it go," he said.
Does his family like
flying with him?
"Not so much,'' Magal said.
"They will go for a purpose,
but not just to get up there
and fly around. It's a utility
for them. It's fun for me."
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